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Report by Principal David Barry

As the academic year comes to a conclusion, we say
goodbye to our 2018 Leaving Certs and wish them all the
best for their exams in June.

The 6th Year pupils received their Past Pupil tie at their
Graduation Mass from the PPU to signify that they are
now part of the wider Pres family but will always be
known as a 'Pres Boys'.

These boys have had a six year journey in Pres where they
were supported by their teachers and parents. As a school
we wish the boys a happy and successful life and that they
bring the values they learned and developed in Pres will
them into their future.

This end of year edition of the Pres Gazette covers the
whole range of activities undertaken by the pupils of the
College. These areas include academic, sporting, active
citizenship and the wide range of extra-curricular activities
that our students have engaged in over the past year. The
school wants to take this opportunity to thank all the
students for the effort put in for both team and individual
activities, their efforts make the school and brings great
credit to Pres.

Academic successes again remain central to making this a
great year for Pres. In this regard, we commend past
pupil, Reggie Kavanagh, who achieved the highest marks
in Leaving Certificate Maths in Cork County in the 2017
Leaving Cert exam! 4th Year student Ben Olden, must be
acknowledged for securing a very prestigious scholarship
to live and study in Germany this summer. We wish him
well. The Senior Applied Maths team under the expert
guidance of teacher, Dominick Donnelly, continued a
recent string of successes for Pres teams in winning the
regional round of the Senior Applied Maths Quiz. Finally,
the achievements of our Junior Cert students in winning
regional History, Geography and Science Quizzes in the
past few weeks must also be recognised, as must the
enormous work of their various teachers in preparing them
for these competitions.

These successes of our current and past pupils in sporting
endeavours are also included in this summer issue of the
Gazette, with recent national successes in sailing,
basketball and rowing among the great achievements by
pupils during the year. The winning of both Munster and
National Schools Team Sailing titles, as well as recent
individual success for 5th Year student, Atlee Kohl, is a nod
to the great sailing talent currently in the College. Pres
Rowing is also on the crest of a wave just now and we
salute the securing of another National Schools Rowing
title recently by the Junior Coxed Fours. Finally, the Pres
1st Year Basketball team’s victory at the recent All-Ireland
Schools ‘A‘ Championships gave rise to great celebrations
in the school, given that our current 6th Years had won
the same title themselves as 1st Years. This era of
extraordinary

extraordinary success is down to the efforts of the boys
themselves, allied to the outstanding coaching skills and
dedication of their coach, the incomparable Seán Murphy.

The preparation of the Pres Gazette requires a great amount
of work. I wish to take this opportunity to thank editor Mr
Don Buckley for organising the articles, Ms Nora Walsh for
many of the photographs and all of the staff for helping to
help chronicle the school year through this valued publication.

Finally, as the school year comes to an end I want to take this
opportunity to thank all of the pupils, staff and families and
wish all a happy and relaxing summer break and I look
forward to seeing everyone's return in late August.

David Barry
David Barry
Principal

Cover photo the victorious All-Ireland U14 Basketball champions
with coach As the academic year comes to a conclusion, we say
goodbye to our 2018 Leaving Certs and wish them all the best for
their exams in June.



Arbeit macht das Leben süß
As a result of achieving a high mark in my Junior Cert
German exam, I received an invitation from the German
Embassy to attend an interview in Dublin for a scholarship
to Germany. The German government offer 24 three-
week scholarships and 5 four-week scholarships to some
of the students who perform very well in the interview.
The interview was conducted in German in groups of six
students at a time. The interview panel included a
representative from the Goethe Institut, one from the
State Examinations Commission and a representative from
the German Embassy. It was more of an open
conversation to get to know the students rather than a
formal interview. I was asked about myself, my life and
even my thoughts on ‘The Young Offenders’! After doing
well in the interview, I have been offered a four-week
scholarship to Germany, along with four of the other top
German students in Ireland.

The scholarship is an award programme that promotes
education in the German language throughout the world
and honours foreign pupils for special achievements
gained in the German language. The PAD (Pädagogischer
Austauschdienst) have co-ordinated this programme (the
International Award Programme) since 1959. Every year,
some 450 participants from around 90 countries are
invited to Germany to participate in the four-week visit. I

will spend two weeks living with my host student’s family and attending a German school, where I will have German
lessons and sit in on regular classes. As part of an international group, I will spend the following two weeks visiting the
cities of Bonn / Cologne, Berlin, Munich and Hamburg. We will attend sports events, as well as go to museums, other
cultural events, theatre performances and universities.

I would like to especially thank my Junior Cert German teacher, Ms Gillane and also my current German teacher, Ms
O’Donoghue. I am very grateful for all their valued help.

Ben Olden
4th Year

Ben Olden



(l-r) Tánaiste Simon Coveney TD, Seán O’Brien, Reggie Kavanagh and Tim O’Connell, Chair PBC Board of Management.

(l-r) Richard Kavanagh, his son Reggie and Simon Coveney TD

Heartiest congratulations to Reggie Kavanagh, PBC Class of 2017, for his outstanding achievement in obtaining the highest
mark for Maths in Cork City and County in the 2017 Leaving Certificate Examination. The awards ceremony, which was
organised by the Cork Schools Science Awards Committee, was held in Blackrock Castle recently, where Tánaiste Simon
Coveney TD, presented Reggie with a gold medal for his efforts. Also present on the night were Reggie’s parents, Richard
and Miriam, and his PBC Maths teacher Seán O’Brien.

In a case of history repeating itself, Reggie’s father Richard, was awarded the same medal himself when he sat his Leaving
Certificate in Pres in 1980! Indeed the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree!

Reggie Kavanagh gets the best Maths results in Cork in the 2017 Leaving Certificate



PBC Debating Society

Back row (l-r): Cormac McCarthy, Séamus Ryan, Tadhg Cowhig, Cian Harley, Toby Quigley, Jack Cullen, Hugh Fitzgerald,
Michael Duffy, Jonathan Seward and James McCarthy.

Middle row (l-r): Ronan O’Mahony, Isaac Lee, Darragh Boland, Brian Whooley, Miguel Barbosa Fleming, Daniel Maume,
Conall Curran, Aidan Wolfe, Ronan McAuliffe, Ruan Barrett-Crean, Conor Dorgan, Brian Sweeney and Annette Barry.

Front row (l-r): Eoin Browne, Christopher Sweeney, Tom McCarthy, Aaron Alam, Evan Lee, Conor Madden, Arbaz Khan, Cian
Smyth, Cameron Lee, Matthew Kingston and James Hyland.

Last February, three Pres teams competed in the Munster round of the Matheson Junior Mace Debating Championships, held
in UCC. We met past pupil and former Pres Debating Society Chairman, Mark O’Gorman. At the competition itself, Ronan
McAuliffe (Class 1A) was awarded best 1st Year. James McCarthy (Class 3A) was placed sixth in Munster, while Ronan and
Toby Quigley (Class 3E) also finished in the Top 20, and in the process qualified for the National Junior Mace final in Dublin.

James McCarthy
Class 3A

In April, I went to Dublin to compete in the Matheson Junior
Debating National Mace Final. There were 88 students
representing their schools from all across Ireland. After the
initial assembly, we were given our teammates for the day,
and were told the proposed motions for debate. These were:
� That this house would not fund schools with religious
affiliations.
� That this house would support military intervention in
countries with oppressive regimes.
� That broadcasting companies would have to by law, give
equal air time to both men’s and women’s sports.

Even though I didn’t qualify for the final eight, I learned so
much about debating from that weekend. Overall, it was a
fantastic learning experience and as a result, I hope to
compete in more debating competitions in the near future. I
also felt proud to represent Pres in such a prestigious
competition!

Ronan McAuliffe
Class 1A Ronan McAuliffe



PresLink invited to the Lord Mayor’s chambers in Cork City Hall

The PresLink team are honoured at City Hall

When Lord Mayor Cllr Tony Fitzgerald, paid a courtesy visit to the headquarters of the Presentation Brothers at Mount St
Joseph, he invited Br Francis Agoah, Congregation Leader to pay a return visit to City Hall. Br Francis is the first Ghanaian
Congregation Leader of the Presentation Brothers.

Br Francis and the Brothers visited the Lord Mayor at City Hall a few weeks later and very kindly invited PresLink to join the
delegation. ‘Today, our Presentation Family includes many groups who share a vision and mission with the Brothers’ said Br
Francis. ‘PresLink and the staff members of PBC who mentor them are wonderful supporters of our missions. I wanted the
Lord Mayor of Cork to see that there are many young people who are part of our Presentation Family. I knew he would also
be interested in how a group of young people in Cork were linking with and actively helping their peers in our schools in Ghana
and Nigeria’.

The Lord Mayor took the opportunity to acknowledge and commend the incredible work of the Presentation Brothers. On
the evening, the PresLink group including staff were invited into the Lord Mayor’s chambers. Here, two students, Des Lee
and Cormac McCarthy delivered speeches on behalf of the committee. They detailed the work PresLink has done for years
and the work the current PresLink team are doing. They outlined the importance of the Presentation Brothers’ work:
‘This year we want to empower young girls in Ghana and Nigeria by providing bicycles so they can travel to school. We don’t
want them to stay at home and watch their brothers further their education. We want to do everything in our power to give
women an equal chance and opportunity so they can go to college, get jobs and be able to provide for their families. We want
to help break this cycle of poverty’.

It was a wonderful visit to City Hall. Thanks again to Br Francis for the invitation. Lord Mayor Fitzgerald was very happy to
hear of PresLink and encouraged the students to keep up the good work. He was particularly impressed with the work that
goes on year after year as each year a new PresLink 4th Year Committee takes up the challenge.

Since December, PresLink has continued to raise funds for Presentation schools in Nigeria and Ghana. We held a number of
events in the school, such as Gold Rush, a FIFA Tournament and the Annual School Quiz.

FIFA: On the 23rd March, PresLink held a FIFA tournament for all Transition Years (and a few teachers!). It was a great success
(not a huge financial success but we had a laugh!). We raised over e150. The Drama Room was transformed into a game
room. There was an intense atmosphere among both students and teachers. The stakes were high with the winners, Paul
Montgomery and Andrew Kelleher, taking home a whopping prize of e5 each!!!
GOLD RUSH: Gold Rush is a four week competition, where the 1st Year Classes compete against one another to collect as
many coins as possible. The class who collected the most money won a double free class and a movie. It was a great success.
Congratulations to Class 1B who raised the most money totalling e120!



Being part of PresLink this year has been a brilliant experience. It has definitely made 4th Year more enjoyable for everyone
involved. We would like to thank the whole school community for the incredible support given to our events throughout the
year. At the end of the year, we all felt a sense of achievement and pride to have been part of such an incredible organisation
and to have raised important funds for those less fortunate than us. We would encourage all upcoming 4th Years to join!

Ben Olden and Des Lee



The Pres teams who finished in first and fourth place recently at the Cork HTA Junior Cert History Quiz.
Back row (l-r): Don Buckley (Teacher), Grace Fitzgerald (Teacher), Ashik Rahman, IIlan Wall, James McCarthy,

Adam O’Brien and Karl Sweeney (Teacher).
Front row (l-r): Jack Cashman, Louis McKenna-Carroll, Jimmy Coughlan and Patrick Kelly.

Our senior history students participated in two lectures recently when we had Dr Finola Doyle O’Neill and Gabriel
Doherty visiting our school as guest speakers. Dr Doyle O’Neill gave a very interesting talk on ‘The Impact of RTE
1962-1972’. This proved very beneficial to our students as it is a compulsory case study for their Leaving Certificate
history course. Students were exposed to the knowledge of how the Broadcasting Authority operated and the impact
the Late Late Show had on Irish Society from the 1960’s onwards. Dr Doyle O’ Neill kindly presented the school with
a copy of her book, ‘The Gaybo Revolution - How Gay Byrne challenged Irish Society’.

The focus of Mr Doherty’s lecture was Conscription in Ireland during WWI with a particular emphasis on Cork. As
always we are extremely thankful to the History Department in UCC for taking the time to share their expertise with
our history students.

1st Year History
Our 1st Years were involved in a school history competition called ‘Good Egg, Bad Egg’. Each class in 1st Year chose
a historical character to research and present on. Not only did our 1st Years create wonderful PowerPoints on their
‘Good Egg, Bad Egg’ character, they also decorated an egg reflecting their thoughts on their chosen personality. Well
done to all involved!

1st Year History Tour
On a sunny April day, Mr Buckley, Ms Fitzgerald, Mr Lynch, Mr O’Driscoll, Mr Sheehan and Ms Varley, along with our
full cohort of 1st Year students headed to Co Clare where the boys were carried back in time to Ancient Celtic Ireland.
The students experienced a wonderful tour of Cragganowen and even got to enter a crannóg, along with taking safe
shelter in the underground souterrain. The boys also got involved in the re-enactment of a Celtic court scene. From
there, it was onto the medieval Tower House of Bunratty Castle, where we enjoyed climbing the many steps to the
turrets and battlements that awaited us at the top. They also got to experience the Great Hall, one of the main rooms
of the castle. A great day had by all, and not to mention a very important stop in Supermacs en route home!

PBC History Week 19th - 22nd March



Pres 1st Years listen to a lecture in the Great Hall In Bunratty Castle.

The Iron Age tour guide explains the workings of a fulacht fia to the 1st Years in Cragganowen.



The winning Pres team in the Cork HTA Junior Cert History Quiz.
Photo shows (l-r): Grace Fitzgerald, Adam O’Brien, Karl Sweeney, Illan Wall and James McCarthy hold the Renault Clio Trophy,

Don Buckley and Ashik Rahman.

The Pres team that were placed fourth in the recent Cork HTA Junior Cert History Quiz
(l-r) Jack Cashman, Louis McKenna-Carroll, Jimmy Coughlan and Patrick Kelly.

Cork HTA Junior Certificate History Quiz
A huge congratulations to our 3rd Year History students who recently participated and won the Cork History Teachers
Association Inter Schools Quiz and with it, the very impressive Renault Clio Trophy. The school had two teams entered
and we are delighted to say our two teams finished first and fourth with massive scores of 75/80 and 70/80 respectively.
The boys involved were James McCarthy, Adam O’Brien, Ashik Rahman, Ilann Wall, Jimmy Coughlan, Louis McKenna-
Carroll, Patrick Kelly and Jack Cashman. Congratulations to the boys and their teachers Mr Buckley, Ms Fitzgerald and
Mr Sweeney.



Agricultural Science Field Trip, April 2018

Thomas O’Sullivan with 5th Year Ag Science students (l-r) Ferghal Hayes, Max Kelleher, Hugh Healy, Frankie Horgan and James Falvey.

In April, this year’s 5th Year Agricultural Science Students had a very valuable opportunity to visit the farm of Thomas and
Denise O’Sullivan. Thomas, a past pupil of the school, was a wonderful host showing our students the various aspects of his
farming enterprise. The hospitality shown to the students by the O’Sullivan family was fantastic with the highlight being tea
and home-made scones following the farm walk. Thanks to Ms Margaret Collins for accompanying us on this trip.

Ms Margaret Collins, Ciarán Gleeson, Eoghan Mathers, Danny O’Leary, Max Kelleher, Robert St. Leger, Cathal Walsh, Joe O’Leary and
James Falvey observing Mr O’Sullivan tagging a calf.



Photo shows (l-r) Ms Julie Hanlon, Ross Daly, Luke Whelan, Cameron Lee and Daniel Maume.

Salters Chemistry Festival 2018

On Wednesday the 2nd May, Ross Daly, Cameron Lee, Daniel Maume and Luke Whelan were taken to the UCC
Chemistry Department for the day to take part in the Salter Chemistry Festival. This Festival invited teams of four from
1st Year classes all around the country to apply for a position in the event.

The day started with registration and we were then taken with our teacher, Ms Hanlon, to the state-of-the-art chemistry
labs to carry out different types of chemistry experiments. The first half of the day was based on forensic chemistry.
Our team was given a ‘Murder Mystery’ task to solve using chromatography and testing for different types of acids and
basis to find out which person in the game had committed the murder. We all had great fun with this, especially when
we got to take part in code breaking exercises to decipher the names of the suspects and victim. After this, we all had
lunch together and went for ice-cream with the other
schools that were taking part. For the second half of the
day we had to save the Starship Enterprise! To do this we
had to accurately monitor the temperatures of different
solutions and add a variety of compounds to increase or
decrease the temperature by minute amounts. If the
temperature was changed to drastically, the engine of
the ship would blow up!

When we finished our day in the labs, we were presented
with a goody bag and got to take part in a Chemistry
magic show where Daniel created massive fire clouds
from pollen grains!

All in all, we had a fantastic day and would recommend
that 1st Years try to enter again next year. It was our
favourite event in 1st Year and we all hope to do
chemistry in 4th Year as a result of our day out.
Enormous thanks to our teacher Ms Hanlon for taking us
out for the day.

Ross Daly, 1st Year

Cameron Lee, 1st Year

Green Schools Initiative
The Green Schools Committee in PBC is comprised of
students from various year groups and we are working
towards obtaining the school’s first Green Flag. In order to
achieve this, we have to show a whole school approach to
tackling the issues of litter and waste in our school
community.

The students have identified litter hot spots in our school
yard, locker area and canteen. We are in the process of
ordering new waste and recycling bins for these areas and
the proposed date for their installation is mid-May 2018.

You may have noticed new bins in your classrooms also.
These are small blue bins with ‘Recycling’ written on them
and an accompanying poster above it that says ‘Recycle
Here’ and a green recycling logo. It would be much
appreciated if you could, throughout your classes,
highlight these and encourage everyone to avail of these
for their recycling waste.

Aiden Murray



Some of the Gaisce group on Templenoe Pier, Co Kerry recently, having completed their adventure challenge.

Transition Year students win Bronze Gaisce Presidents Awards

James wins a Bronze Gaisce Award Students complete adventure journey
In April, my classmates and I took part in an adventure journey to
Kenmare in order to complete our Bronze Gaisce President’s Award.
This trip would require us to walk a minimum of 25km over two
days, while staying overnight somewhere and cooking your own
meals. However daunting that may have sounded to us, we were
more than up for the challenge.

We assembled at the Pres school gates at 8:30am and from there
we made our way to Torc Waterfall in Killarney, arriving there at
around 10:30am and away we went. We were in good spirits and
had two instructors guiding us along the tiring path to Kenmare.
The trip in total was 20km long and took us three and a half hours
to complete, including the required breaks.

We arrived at our accommodation in the Kenmare Bay Hotel
Houses at 4.00pm. I was staying with five other lads from 4th Year.
The houses were lovely and we cooked our own dinners that night
and had a good time throughout! The next day we were ready to
leave for the next part of our walk at 9.00am. (An early start none
of us were very fond of, I must add!) We headed out of Kenmare
and walked a loop walk around the Kenmare district, a distance of
15km. Luckily, the weather was great and the scenery throughout
was simply breath-taking. We took lots of photos along the way to
remember our adventure. We eventually arrived back in Kenmare
at 12.00 noon and prepared for the long journey back to Cork.

Overall, I would say that I loved the whole concept of the Gaisce
Trip as although the walks were tough, collectively we had a great
laugh and brought back some great memories!

Michael Hayes
Class 4A

James McCarthy (Class 3A) recently received his Bronze Gaisce
President’s Award for his role in three specific areas, providing
mentoring to young members of Blarney Scouts, taking part
organising an overnight scouting trip toMount Errigal in Co Donegal,
as well as his involvement with this seasons JCT Rugby squad.



Pres students attend the AIB Future Sparks Festival at the RDS

Early on the morning of 22nd March, a group of TY students
had the experience of attending the AIB Future Sparks festival
in the RDS in Dublin. Future Sparks is a student focussed
career fair that brings together leaders in business and young
entrepreneurs designed specifically for TY, 5th and 6th Year
students.

The trip was a collaboration between the Scientific
Investigation Module (Ms Meiklejohn) and the Photography
Module (Ms Walsh)

The event was very well organised, with five stages each with
speakers from the world of business, industry and technology,
along with panel discussions. There were CV clinics, Mock
Interviews and One-to-One career advisory sessions. There
were representatives from companies such as Samsung,
Canon, and Microsoft at the event also to showcase their
latest products and give advice on the rapidly growing
technology industry.

The event was not solely technology based however and
there was also stands which focused on accounting,
commerce, product design and even food marketing. Overall
it was a very enjoyable experience which was certainly of
benefit to Senior Cycle students.

Chris Fehilly

TY Students enjoy a hugely worthwhile day at AIB Future Sparks.

Chris Fehilly

Chris Fehilly, 4th Year has produced an outstanding and
ground-breaking project which documents the plight of our
wild salmon on the River Lee. The impact of the Inniscarra
Dam and illegal fishing are also excellently documented
within the project. Chris was highly commended for the
quality of the writing in the project. This work will be of
interest to lovers of fishing or indeed anyone interested in
local wildlife. Very well done Chris!



Olan Dennehy wins the Senior Gold Medal Essay

David McCarthy wins the Junior Gold Medal Essay

5th Year student, Olan Dennehy is this year’s recipient of the Senior Gold Medal for Essay Writing. As per usual, this
competition attracted a large entry of very accomplished young writers, discussing the title, ‘What is a friend? I tell you
it is someone with whom you dare to be yourself’. Olan is pictured above being presented with his award by
Competition Organiser, Éanna Ó Loingsigh. Also included is his English teacher David O’Riordan.

Photo shows (l-r) David O’Riordan, David McCarthy and Micheál Jones.

The Junior Gold Medal Essay is an annual competition organised by Mr Jones. This year, there were 96 great entries
in the competition. The theme of the essay was a quote from Salvador Dali, a famous Spanish artist. ‘Intelligence
without ambition is a bird without wings’. I would like to thank my English teacher Mr O’Riordan for recommending
the competition, and Mr Jones for organising the competition and correcting the essays.
David McCarthy, 3rd Year



Successful Biology Field Trip to Killarney National Park.

5th Year students pictured on arrival at Killarney National Park

(l-r) Peter Hyde, Nicky Quinlan, David Hyde, Cathal Quirke,
Cathal Walsh and Rian O’Neill.

(l-r): Max Kelleher, Jack Cullen, William Sweeney
and Fearghal Hayes.

Stephen FitzgeraldRuairí McIntyre



Photo shows (l-r) Dr Lynda Meiklejohn, Jimmy Coughlan, Dr Declan Kennedy, James McCarthy, John St Leger and Illan Wall.

Back row (l-r): Jimmy Coughlan, Michelle Casey, Enda O’Regan, Dr Lynda Meiklejohn and James McCarthy.
Front row (l-r): John St Leger and Ilann Wall.

The Boole 4 Lecture Theatre, UCC hosted 3rd Year students from all over Cork city and county at the Eli Lilly Junior
Certificate Science Quiz 2018 on 9th May last. After a fantastic competition, the Pres team of Jimmy Coughlan, James
McCarthy, John St Leger and Ilann Wall achieved first place. Congratulations to the lads for all their hard work and to
their teachers Dr Lynda Meiklejohn, Michelle Casey and Enda O'Regan for their valued help.

Junior Certificate Science Quiz Winners 2018



Tráth na gCeist: An Cúigú Bliain
(l-r): Marc Mac Gibbiún, Harry Mac Gearailt, Lúc Ó Tuama agus Cian Ó Donnabháin.

Comórtas na bPostaeirí: An Idir Bhliain
(l-r): Brian Whooley, Mícheál Ó Murchú agus Ben Olden. (As lathair Des Lee)

Seachtain na Gaeilge winners



Back row (l-r): Ethan Giltenan, Conor O’Neill, Ben Corcoran, Jack Kelleher, Daniel Desmond and Mark Deane.
Front row (l-r): David Flynn, Eshan O’Sullivan, Isaac Lee, James McCoy and Adam O’Callaghan.

PBC Student Council

Gaelgeoir na Mbliana, an chéad blian

Comhghairdeas le Olan Ó Siocháin

Pres 140 book launches next November
I am pleased to say that we are making very strong progress with
Pres 140. O ne of the biggest challenges is trying to include all we
would like. We have arranged the launch for Sunday 11th
November 2018 at 3.00pm at the Presentation College Theatre.
Our good friend, George Hook, has agreed to do the launch.

Br Matthew

Br JM Feheney



Senior Applied Maths Quiz Winners 2018

PBC won the Cork regional round of the Irish Applied Mathematics Teachers’ Association Senior Quiz, which took place in Christ
The King School on March 5th. This is the fourth year running that PBC have won the regional Senior Applied Maths quiz.

In the National Final in Athlone, held on March 10th, the team acquitted themselves very well and finished in 5th place overall!
The photo shows the team, consisting of two 6th Years, Dave Scott and EvanMahony, and one 5th Year, Kevin Jansson. Andrew
Geaney O’Brien (also 5th Year) substituted at the National Final as unfortunately Kevin was not available. They are shown with
their Applied Maths teacher Dominick Donnelly.

(l-r) Dave Scott, Evan Mahony, Dominick Donnelly, Kevin Jansson and Andrew Geaney-O’Brien.

3rd Year Maths Quiz Winners

(l-r) Caomhán Budhlaeir, Neddie Irwin, Jimmy Coughlan and John Curtin.



Colm addresses 4th and 5th Year students in the Dan Donovan Theatre.

Colm pictured in front of his aircraft at Casement Aerodrome, Baldonnel.

Colm with 6th Years Fionn Keohane and David Higgins.Career Guidance Counsellor Emmett O’Halloran with Colm.

Past pupil Colm Keena gives a presentation on careers in the Defence Forces.



(l-r) James Kelly, Jack Doyle, Des Lee, Chris Fehily, Hamza Idrees, Conor Fennessy Ryan and Joe Costigan.

Art Matters

Joe Costigan, 4th Year Zach Dinan, 2nd Year Des Lee, 4th Year

Cormac McCarthy



Portrait of Fergal Keane by 4th Years Seamus Ryan and David MacCarthy

(l-r) Mark Murphy, Alex Guerin, Scott Keating, Luke McSweeney,
Joey Long, Peter Dunne and Ciarán Gleeson.

Seamus Ryan and David MacCarthy

Cillian Murphy Portrait Art Can

Cillian Murphy Portrait from recycled cans was a group project in 5th Year Art Class. The students involved were
Scott Keating, Mark Murphy, Ciarán Gleason, Joey Long, Alex Guerin, Luke MacSweeney and Peter Dunne.



John Barry (Class of 1993)
John arrived in Pres in 1987 on crutches, three days later than
everyone else after a farming accident. Luckily, Br Terence
was there to help with the climb up to 1C3! What followed
was a six year journey through an inspiring educational
system, where teachers and staff went above and beyond and
where friendships were forged for life. With an Arts degree
from UCC and two summers spent in the US, John hatched
a plan to secure a finance position in the States. Very sound
advice came from an uncle in Los Angeles to get skilled in IT
thus, John headed to Dublin to complete a Postgrad in IT.

John realised that IT was the career he wanted to pursue and
he worked hard to gain accreditation, working for a leading
Dublin IT firm and also JPMorgan (formerly Chase Manhattan
Bank) until Australia called. After completing a contract with
Chase in Australia and taking some time for sightseeing, he
returned to Cork where he decided he wanted to settle.

After gaining many years of experience supporting the IT
needs of local and nationwide businesses, schools and charity
organisations, John and his colleague Gary Roche set up
vMerge IT in 2015 to service the needs of these customers
directly. John has been very fortunate to have been
supporting the IT needs of Pres all the way through since
2005 and now through vMerge IT since 2015. He takes pride
in all aspects of the IT infrastructure in Pres and particularly in
the huge success of an iPad deployment and management
strategy for incoming 2017 1st Years.

He and his wife, Yvonne live in Monsktown with their three
wonderful boys, Ted, Sam and Max and provided all three
buckos are sound asleep by 7.00pm on Friday 11th May, John
will get to go to the Class of '93's 25 Year Reunion!

Ronan Murphy (Class of 2001)
Ronan attended St Joseph’s Primary and followed his brother
Damien to PBC in 1996. In his early childhood, he was a very
keen chess player and represented Ireland in several World
Chess Championships. He won a number of Cork
tournaments and an All-Ireland Championship (U12) and
became the first Irish person to win a British Open (U9)!
He played chess and soccer in Pres. In 3rd Year, he played
rugby for the first time and represented Pres in a Junior Cup
and two Senior Cup campaigns. In 1999, Ronan toured
South Africa with the Pres Senior Rugby squad.
He was a member of the SHARE Committee in 4th Year of
and became a Prefect in his Leaving Cert year.
After graduating in 2001, Ronan went to UCC to study
accountancy. He played rugby there and was a member of
the UCC U20 All-Ireland winning squad. In 2004, Ronan was
awarded Title of College Scholar having received a First Class
Honours Degree in BSc Accounting. The following year, he
earned a MBS in Corporate Finance & Accounting in UCC.
Ronan’s professional career started off in Hitchmough
Kinnear. He completed his training and formally qualified as
a Chartered Accountant in 2009 having completed his exams
with the Institute of Chartered Accountants.
He took a year off to travel around Asia and America. He
then worked for EY, Cork where he was responsible for the
management of a number of high profile liquidations and
receiverships. He completed two years as a Relationship
Manager in Certus, Galway.
In 2014, Ronan joined NAMA as an Asset Recovery Manager
assuming responsibility for a loan portfolio of approximately
e500m. He was promoted to the role of Senior Manager
where he is currently responsible for delivering a number of
multi-million euro residential developments resting within a
loan portfolio of approximately e294m.
He currently living with his fiancée Lisa in Sandyford, Dublin,

Graduate News



Niall Kelleher (Class of 2011)
Niall Kelleher is a member of the Class of 2011. He is
currently working as an Event Coordinator with The Football
Association in Wembley Stadium. During his time in Pres,
Niall represented the soccer team at all age groups and was
awarded Senior Soccer Player-of-the-Year in 6th Year. After
leaving Pres, Niall took up a coaching role with the Pres 1st
Years for two seasons.
On completing the Leaving Cert, he attended UCC where he
received a degree in Commerce. This included a six month
work placement in the Operations Department in EMC. Niall
continued to play soccer and represented UCC in the inter-
varsities. Once he left UCC, Niall attended UCFB Wembley,
a sports specific University based within Wembley Stadium.
Here he received a MSC in Sports Management. During his
time there, he visited Real Madrid and Borussia Dortmund on
study trips, as well as completing work experience with The
Football Association and SEAT Sports and Entertainment.
Following his graduation, Niall spent a year working with
Paddy Power in their Dublin based head office in the Football
Operations team.
Currently, Niall is working as an Events Coordinator with the
Football Association in Wembley Stadium. He has been lucky
enough to work on events ranging from Champions League
matches to World Cup Qualifiers. Some of the highlights of
his ten months with the FA are working closely with the NFL
and UEFA to put on major events at the stadium and being
able to watch Spurs v Real Madrid in the Champions League
from pitch side. He is now looking forward to working the FA
Cup Final in May, where he is hoping to see Chelsea beat
Manchester United and ruin Mr O’Driscoll’s day!

Colm Keena (Class of 2013)
Colm is a 2nd Lieutenant in the Irish Air Corps, based in
Baldonnel, Dublin. He completed his Leaving Cert in 2013,
and in September of that year commenced training as an Air
Corps Cadet in the Defence Forces Training Centre based in
the Curragh Camp. Following completion of ten months of
military specific training, he moved to Casement Aerodrome,
Baldonnel, to undertake two years of intensive ground-school
and flight training. The flying training syllabus includes basic
flying skills, aerobatics, instrument flying and formation flying.
He received his Military pilot’s wings and presidential
commission in July of 2016 and was posted to 104 Squadron
flying fisheries protection and other surveillance flights on the
Cessna 172 aircraft. In addition to his flying role, he was
appointed to Number 1 Operations Wing where he gained
experience in planning air ambulance and VIP transport
missions.
Colm was recently selected for, and completed the 42nd
Flight Instructors course. He is one of the youngest
Instructors to serve in the Flying Training School, instructing
Cadets on the PC-9M aircraft and in the classroom.
Throughout his time in Pres, Colm was involved in Pres
Rowing Club and he was part of the crew which won the Irish
Schools Championships in 2012. In addition to rowing, he
was involved in the Debating Society, SHARE and was Head
Boy in his final year in Pres. He has kept an involvement with
Pres since leaving the school, coaching rowing since 2014,
assisting with the 1st and 2nd Year crews. In 2016 he
participated in the 1916-2016 Centenary commemorations
held in the school.



Pres 2nd Year students pictured at Scifest, (l-r): Conor Madden, Pierce Scully and Finn Cowhig.

2nd Year student, Fionn Coleman,
in front of his project at Scifest.

(l-r) Conor Madden, Pierce Scully and Finn Cowhig
with the Scifest mascot.

This year we were delighted to have students present projects from both our 4th Year and 2nd Year cohort at Scifest 2018
in CIT, after initially holding a local event in school in February for interested students. The students had worked on their
projects for months with their teachers, Dr Meiklejohn and Ms Hanlon, with the objective of preparing to represent the school
by the deadline in April. Each of the students performed excellently on the day when examined by their judges. Well done
to all students that took part in this prestigious event.

Julie Hanlon

Scifest 2018



Class 6A of 2018

Class 6B of 2018

Back row (l-r): Douwe Van Sinderen, Mark McCarthy, David Hyland, Billy Scannell, Dara O’Callaghan, Barry O’Flynn,
Tom Walsh, William O’Connor, Tom Ryan and Barry O’Connell.

Middle row (l-r): Ciarán O’Driscoll, Adam Hallissey, Davie Scott, Ross McAuliffe, Adam Healy, Cian Harley, Max Walsh,
Mark Ryan-Purcell, Conor O’Donovan, Luke Schumm and Mr John Scannell (Class Teacher).

Front row (l-r): Barth Daly, Mark Bourke, Dave Harrington, Philip Kelleher, Simon Good, Adam O’Callaghan, Fionn Keohane,
Michael Sherwin, Evan Mahony and Dave Scott.

Back row (l-r): Rory O’Neill, Jack O’Sullivan, Simon Good, Tom Bornemann, John Murphy, Philip Kelleher and Seán O’Reilly.
Middle row (l-r): Mr Dominick Donnelly (Class Teacher), Niall Murphy, Ben Mulcahy, Joe Duggan, Brian Kelleher,

Karl Walsh, James O’Donovan and Morgan Leonard.
Front row (l-r): Seán Egan, Harry Mulcahy, Mike Varnum, James Broderick, Eoin Burns, Jonathan Scannell and Harry Johnson.

Inset: Ray Sweetnam



A very fond farewell to our 6th Years of 2018!
We would like to wish all Leaving Certificate students the very best of luck in their exams
and every success throughout their future careers. We’re really proud of them all!

Copies of the Leaving Cert Class of 2018 photograph are available to purchase. Please visit www.adrianoherlihy.com for more details.

The Class of 2018 with Mr Enda O’Regan, 6th Year Year Head





Class 6C of 2018

Class 6D of 2018

Back row (l-r): Seán Ahern, Pierre Morcos, Tom Ormond, Seán O’Flynn and Alex Keane.
Middle row (l-r): Mr Seán O’Brien (Class Teacher), Jack Fennessy-Ryan, Billy Duane, Dathal Kent,

Harry Scannell and Sam Donnelly.
Front row (l-r): Nicholas Kelleher, Alex Keating, Ciarán Hennigan, Johnny Durcan, Jonathan Wren and Ben Quigley.

Back row (l-r): Barry Connolly, Dave Murray, Dylan Foley, Sam O’Donovan, Mark Butler, Cathal Browne, Ronan Twomey,
Adam Kenny and Richard Cullinane.

Middle row (l-r): Ms Siobhán McGrath (Class Teacher), Cillian McNamara, Davie Scott, Simon Merriman,
Hugh O’Reilly-Fitzgerald, Jack Ahern, Shane Cronin and Josh Owens.

Front row (l-r): Eoghan Healy, Eoin Davis, James Buckley, Mark McStay, Connla Budhlaeir, Adam O’Callaghan,
Simon Kennedy and Seán French. Inset: Cian O’Mahony.



Class 6E of 2018

Prefects 2018

Back row (l-r): Aidan McNeill, Charlie Ryan-O’Donovan, Luke Tarbatt, Joe Duggan, Harry Durcan,
Luke Murphy and Mr Brian Mac Mathúna (Class Teacher).

Front row (l-r): Adam O’Callaghan, Adam Holmes, Robert O’Callaghan, Harry Walsh and Jack Kiely.
Insets (l-r): Sam Egan and Paul Ryan.

Back row (l-r): Simon Kennedy, Billy Scannell, Aidan McNeill, Adam O’Callaghan, James O’Donovan and Adam Healy.
Front row (l-r): Ross McAuliffe, Eoghan Healy (Deputy Head Boy), Mr Enda O’Regan (6th Year Year Head),

Eoin Davis (PBC Head Boy) and David Higgins.



After a weather hit season which resulted in almost all rowing events since January being either cancelled or re-
scheduled, it was good to finally get on the water for an event and what a day it turned out to be for the school.

The Irish Schools Regatta took place in Limerick on Sunday 29th April and a group of over 45 students, ranging from
1st to 6th Years, travelled to the event. It was the biggest Schools Regatta entry to date and competition was tough.

The highlight of the day was undoubtedly the fantastic win for our Junior 16 Coxed Four. This young crew showed
their potential by winning this event in some style, beating crews from north and south of the border, and coming
home a full 3 lengths clear of the next boat in the final! This is only the second time the school has won the J16 Four
national title and to win it in this manner was very rewarding for the crew stroked by Darragh Murphy, with Jamie Falsey,
Conall Harrington and Jimmy Coughlan backing him up and with cox Conor Duggan doing a superb job leading them

from the coxes seat!

The four then joined the other members of the J16 Eight
and after a good performance to make the final, finished
in a very respectful third place. Our J16 quads and
doubles also recorded strong performances and gained
very valuable racing experience in the process.

Our 1st Years are continuing to make good progress and
will train right into the summer months. They took part in
a very successful Easter Training Camp which saw them
get on the water every day and also complete their indoor
rowing certificate with some very good scores recorded
from them.

In addition, we congratulate Jack Murphy, Tom Murphy,
Darragh Murphy and Sam Crean who all represented the
school at Irish trials throughout the year. Well done lads!

Pres are Schools Rowing Champions of Ireland 2018!

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS!

Presentation College RC members holding the trophy for winning the Schools Championship
with coaches Eoin Hennessy and Fran Keane.

(l-r) Jimmy Coughlan, Conall Harrington, Conor Duggan,
Jamie Falsey and Darragh Murphy.



As usual a special thanks to all the coaches that give all
their time and energy to the sport within the school.
Thanks also to all the parents and supporters for all the
effort and assistance throughout the year. Wishing the
best of luck to all our crews as they continue to build
towards the National Championships in July. We hope all
their hard work will result in yet more silverware for the
college!

J15 Eight finishing in second place after a very close final

(l-r) Eoin Hennessy, Jimmy Coughlan, Conall Harrington, Conor Duggan, Jamie Falsey, Darragh Murphy and Fran Keane



The long winter we’ve just experienced has played havoc with preparations for the outdoor cricket season. Grounds that have
normally been available for play in the middle of April remain off limits into the middle of May. That is certainly the case with
our neighbours and long time hosts, Cork County CC on the Mardyke, who have seen their ground fall foul of a high water
table in recent weeks. The unavailability of the ’Dyke obviously had negative implications for PBC Cricket as they began their
Munster Schools T20 campaign without a home venue.

Our first fixture came with a trip to a resurgent Bandon Grammar squad, buoyed by two excellent wins in the competition
against CBC and Midleton, both on their home patch. Because of the inclement weather, these matches had to be played on
the Bandon Grammar astroturf hockey pitch, which although the only playable alternative, was not conducive to what we
would term ‘normal cricket’, with irregular bounce and very short boundaries. Having won the toss, Pres captain, Brian Kelleher,
put Bandon into bat, and with the benefit of local knowledge, they began at a ferocious pace, with significant contributions
from the accomplished Jack Buss and the big hitting Paul Jackson. Indeed Jackson gave a man of the match performance in
scoring 78 not out, powering Bandon to a seemingly unassailable score of 251 for 8 wickets. In reply, Pres struggled in the
new environment and eventually were bowled out for 70, with Rioghan O’Sullivan top scoring on 17.

Next up for Pres were tournament newcomers, Sexton Street CBS, from Limerick, in a game that formed part of a double
header for the Limerick side in Bandon Grammar. Brian won the toss and this time elected to bat. The impressive Limerick
pace attack however contributed to the loss of some early wickets, putting pressure firmly on Pres. 1st Year Eshan O’Sullivan,
manfully helped to steady the ship, hitting a very impressive 48 runs. Pres eventually totalled 111/9 off their 20 overs. The
target of 112 to win for Sexton St looked very achievable but excellent performances from Pres bowlers, Brian Kelleher, Hamza
Idrees, Max Egan and the O’Sullivan brothers, Rioghan and Eshan put real pressure on the Limerick side, who at one point
around the tenth over looked in real bother, losing wickets in successive balls. However, a very expensive 14th over put paid
to any notion that Pres could eke out a win and Sexton St wrapped proceedings up in the 16th over to win by 5 wickets.

The remaining games for Pres in the competition are all at home against Cork Combined, Midleton College and our old rivals,
CBC, who we play for the annual Galty Cup. So we are in a bit of limbo as we are reliant on other clubs and schools for
grounds. Indeed, the unpredictability of the weather has seen a considerable backlog of games yet to be completed in the
competition. This, coupled with the end of the school year and the proximity of exams will leave the tournament organisers
with a considerable headache over the coming weeks.

Don Buckley
PBC Cricket Co-ordinator

PBC Cricket Squad 2018
Back (l-r) Max Egan, Philip Kelleher, Brian Kelleher (captain), Simon Good, Eshan O’Sullivan, Farzaan Zulquernain and Hamza Idrees.

Front (l-r): Adam O’Callaghan, Nicholas Kelleher, Ashik Rahman, Rioghan O’Sullivan and Daud Idrees.

Cricket Report Summer 2018



Emer Varley is a student at UCC and also an Irish Tae Kwon Do international. She is currently completing a PME in
History and PE in Pres. On February 10th last, she competed in Bath, England at the ITF British National Championships
in the under 55kg category, winning a gold medal in sparring. Subsequently she had two fights, each four minutes long
with a one minute break in the middle of each fight, beating both girls unanimously. These performances and the
confidence that will inevitably result from them will set Emer up well for the World Championships in Argentina in July
where she will be competing on the Irish Team. We wish Emer every success in South America!

The combined Pres and Sexton Street CBS cricket squads
pictured before their recent Munster Schools T20 fixture played in Bandon on May 3rd.

Teacher Emer Varley win gold in the British Taekwon-Do Championships!



Rugby Report - Summer 2018

1st Year
A huge thanks to all involved in 1st Year Rugby once again this year. As there is no competition for this age group, the year
largely focuses on skill development, integration and socialisation of the boys. Under the the careful management of Liam
Lynch and Craig O’Driscoll and the selflessness and diligence of the 20-strong team of volunteer coaches, this year once again
saw the players grow and learn week by week throughout their busy season. Unfortunately the post-Christmas schedule was
hugely interrupted by the rains and snows of our never ending winter, and consequently there were a large number of game
cancellations. The boys however continued to train and improve leaving the coaches in no doubt that a new Zebo, O’Mahony,
or Scannell can emerge from this group of talented individuals.
Overall the McCarthy Cup squad had an excellent year. Having had a great run pre-Christmas, narrowly losing out to CBC
in the ‘A’ Final and winning the ‘B’ Final, the squad continued where they left off in the new year. This year saw the introduction
of a McCarthy Development League after Christmas and once again the entire squad acquitted itself very well with the 1st
Team losing a hard fought semi-final and the 2nd Team narrowly losing the final of their section of the League. With a huge
number of games played and in excess of 70 players having played across both competitions, the coaches and management
deserve huge credit for their time effort and commitment over the season. Special thanks to Brian Casey, Feargus O’Donoghue,
Seán Ryan and their wonderful team of coaches.

Junior Cup
The Junior Cup is a flagship event in the schools rugby calendar and all those involved in this year’s campaign can be very proud
of themselves. Having acquitted themselves very well in the Kidney Cup, the much-anticipated Junior Cup did not disappoint.
Suffering an unexpected 1st Round defeat to Castletroy College in arctic conditions, the squad learned from their loss and
bounced back with a resounding 48-3 victory over Ard Scoil Rís, followed by a sparkling 25-14 away victory over Crescent
in the quarter final. This earned them an away semi-final against pre-tournament favourites St Munchins. Losing narrowly
14-12 at half time a shock definitely looked like it might be on the cards, however two early second half tries put Pres on the
back foot and even though they would fight bravely to the end, the excellent Munchins defence would not be breached again.
Thanks to Fergus Burke, Steve Ford, Willie O’Keeffe, Enda Ronan and the team of committed coaches.

PBC Senior Cup Squad 2018
Back row (l-r): Jack Kelleher, Louis Bruce, Tom Ormond, Alex Keating and Seán French.

Middle row (l-r): Marian Carey (Deputy Principal), Jonathan Wren, James Broderick, Mark McLoughlin, Eoin Burns,
Eoin Quilter, Dave McCarthy, Dara O’Callaghan, Adam O’Connor, John Forde, Mark McCarthy,

Sam O’Donovan and Enda O’Regan (SCT Manager).
Front row (l-r): Cuchulain Livingstone, Charlie Ryan-O’Donovan, Darragh Murphy, James O’Shaughnessy, Rory Duggan,

Ger Burke (Coach), Dave Hyland (SCT Vice Captain), Billy Scannell (SCT Captain), Brian MacMathúna (Coach),
Dave Harrington, Mark Fitzgibbon, Sam Horgan and Richie Foley.



2018 Junior Cup Squad
Back row (l-r): Bevan Forde, Casey Buckley, Adam O’Brien, Mark Howell and Charlie Walsh.

Middle row (l-r): Brian Anthony, Jacob O’Brien, Mark Deane, Ian O’Keeffe, Conall Harrington, Daniel Squires,
Daniel Hurley, Tim Ryan, Cian Desmond and JJ O’Connor.

Front row (l-r): John St Leger, Ben Comiskey, Patrick Campbell, Liam Ormond, Sam O’Sullivan (Captain),
Darragh McSweeney (Vice Captain), Ronan Wilson, Ciarán O’Connor and Ben Coburn.

Insets (l-r) Billy Kiernan and Darragh French.

Senior Rugby
Senior Rugby in Pres is made up of three components: the Bowen Shield, the Barry Cup and the Senior Cup. Though they
participate in three separate competitions, the overlap between the three squads in terms of preparation is quite significant.
With many Bowen Shield players featuring in the Senior squad, the Bowen Shield once again provided a great opportunity
for player development. After a slow start, the team grew in confidence culminating in a brilliant semi-final victory over a much
fancied CBC squad. After reaching such a high it can be difficult to reproduce a similar level of performance in your next match.
In the final, the squad seemed destined to achieve this as they got off to a flier. Leading and totally dominant, victory seemed
inevitable until Crescent, against the run of play scored on the stroke of half time. Somewhat shell shocked, the game got
away from the squad and ultimately Crescent ran out deserving winners. Though disappointed, the players will learn a big
lesson from this defeat.

In January the Barry Cup team agonisingly lost the Barry Cup Final in an enthralling encounter with CBC.

Following on from impressive preparations the Senior Cup kicked off with a comprehensive 25-8 victory over Castletroy in
awful conditions. A 67-7 quarter final victory against Ard Scoil Rís set up a cracking semi-final tie with the old enemy on the
hill, CBC. In these games the form book goes out the window as both teams go toe-to-toe, with neither yielding an inch until
the final whistle blows. This game did not disappoint. In front of a big vocal crowd another in a long line of classics unfolded.
Pres playing in their typical expansive style sped into an early 15-0 lead with two wonderful tries from deep. However the
power of the CBC pack, aided by the devastating losses to injury of Dave Hyland and Darragh O’Callaghan edged CBC back
into the game. With time seemingly up, CBC were agonisingly denied progress to the final by the upright or so it seemed.
Unfortunately in our efforts to run down the clock the ball was knocked on and and CBC would have one last chance.
Devastatingly for all involved they scored in the corner and denied us the opportunity of a back-to-back final appearance. An
extremely tough way to end a great adventure!

Thanks to players, parents and coaches for all your efforts on behalf of the School over so many years.



In a year of near misses including two final defeats and two semi final defeats there was still some fantastic achievements:
� Alex Kendellen represented Munster and Ireland at U18 and is currently playing for the Irish 7s as they attempt to qualify
for the Junior Olympics in Lithuania. Great achievements Alex. Well done!
� Seán French, Jonathan Wren and Billy Scannell all represented Munster and Ireland at U19. Seán and Jonathan have recently
been offered full Munster Academy places next year with Billy going into the Sub-Academy. Best of luck lads!
� Past Pupil Jack O’Sullivan, winner of the Metropole ‘Cork City and County Youth Star Award’ for March has had a stellar
year. He made his debut for Munster ‘A’, represented Ireland at U20 level, picking up two Man-of-the-Match awards along
the way and topped it off with a couple of excellent tries! Jack is also part of the successful UCC team who recently won
promotion to the top tier of Irish Rugby for the first time. Incidentally that team is captained by past pupil, Paul Kiernan, and
also features Ryan Murphy, John Poland, Cian Bohane, Peter Sylvester and Bryan O Connor. Huge congratulations to all!
� John Poland earned his first senior cap for Munster against Zebre. Hopefully the first of many for John!
� Shane Daly represented Ireland at the Hong Kong 7s.
� Brian Scott was selected to start for the Barbarians against Tonga.
� Rory Scannell was nominated as Munster Senior Player-of-the-Year.
� Peter O’Mahony captained Munster to another European Cup semi-final, in a campaign that also feature Simon Zebo, Niall
and Rory Scannell and Brian Scott.
� Scott Deasy and Eamonn Mills were part of the Lansdowne team that won the AIB Division 1A title in a thriller over Cork
Constitution recently.
� Very best wishes to past pupil Simom Zebo who embarks on a new adventure next season in Paris with with Racing ‘92.
� And last but certainly not least, Peter O’Mahony played a huge part of Ireland’s Triple Crown and Grand Slam winning
team. Congratulations from all at Presentation College to Peter and all current and past pupils on all of these magnificent rugby
achievements.

As there are too many individuals to mention by name, on behalf of PBC Rugby I wish to thank every coach, player,
cheerleader, parent, staff member, board member, trustee, supporter and sponsor for your contribution to what was a great
year for rugby in Pres. Without you none of this would be possible.

Peter Scott
Rugby Games Master

Alex Kendellen was part of the Ireland U18 Schools squad that
took part in the U18 6 Nations Festival held in Wales. He was
subsequently selected for the Ireland U18 Sevens squad which
took part in the European Championships in Lithuania in May.

Jack O’Sullivan receives one of two Man-of-the-Match awards
for the Ireland U20s 6 Nations tournament.

Other rugby news



Pres lads play for Ireland U19

Photo shows (l-r): Billy Scannell, Seán French and Jonathan Wren.
All three Pres Leaving Certificate students were part of the Ireland U19 Rugby squad

who played tests against France U19 and Japan U19 over the Easter break.

Brian Scott selected for the Barbarians

Photo shows (l-r) James Cronin, Donncha O’Callaghan and Brian Scott.

Along with his Munster colleague, James Cronin, and ex Munster and Ireland Second Row, Donncha O’Callaghan,
past pupil Brian Scott (Class of 2011), was honoured with selection for the Barbarians squad

which played Tonga at Thomond Park last November.



Paul’s got that winning feeling!

PBC Economics teacher and rugby coach, Paul Barr, has had the most incredible 18 months of his coaching career. The photo
shows (l-r): The South Munster U14 League Cup won with Bandon RFC, the All-Ireland Bateman Cup, the Munster Senior
Cup (both won with Cork Con), the 2017 Munster Schools Senior Cup (won with Pres), the AIB All-Ireland League Trophy
and the Cork Charity Cup, both won with Cork Constitution. His teams played 58 won 54 and lost 4. An astonishing haul!
Success however has not been confined to 2017, with the South Munster U16 League and Cup double being won recently
by Bandon RFC, a team that was almost entirely U15 and will be on hand to defend their titles at U16 level again next season.

Pres boys prominent in Mallow RFC U18 Cup win!

Pres 5th Year students, Jimmy Duggan, Eoghan Barry (Captain), Cormac O’Flynn and Peter Hyde, were part of the Mallow
RFC U18 rugby squad who recently won the Pan Munster ‘C’ Bowl, beating Old Crescent in the Musgrave Park final, and
only last Sunday, April 29, won the South Munster U18 ‘B’ Cup Final beating Old Christians RFC by 9-6. Well done lads!

(l-r) Jimmy Duggan, Eoghan Barry (Mallow U18 Captain), Cormac O’Flynn, Peter Hyde and their coach, Pres past pupil Bryan Heffernan

Paul shows the silverware!



Paul’s got that winning feeling!

Congratulations to UCC RFC who defeated Banbridge on Saturday, April 28 last to win promotion to Division 1A of the AIB
League for the first time. Past pupils, Paul Kiernan, Cian Bohane, Brian O’Mahony, John Poland, Peter Sylvester, Bryan
O’Connor, Jack O’Sullivan, Ryan Murphy and Coach Brian Walsh all deserve great credit for a great season!

Pictured above are three past pupils Cian Bohane, Paul Kiernan (UCC RFC Captain) and Jack O’Sullivan who are all UCC
Quercus Scholarship recipients.

Past pupils Eamonn Mills and Scott Deasy help Lansdowne win AIB Division 1A

Eamonn Mills Scott Deasy shows off the silverware



Past pupil Alan Bennett, captain of Cork City honoured by Pres!

Guest of Honour, Cork City Double winning captain and past pupil Alan Bennett, pictured with current pupils and members of
the LoI U17 Championship, Brian Lynch, Douwe Van Sinderen and Jack O’Sullivan. Also included is Frank Kelleher,

Manager of the Cork City Womens team who won the FAI Cup and parent of 3rd Year student, Gavin, and past pupil Niall.

In April, we welcomed past pupil Alan Bennett, Cork City FC defender and Irish International with his family back to
the school. Last year was an extremely successful year for Alan which saw him captain Cork City to an historic League
and Cup double win over long time rivals Dundalk. During his address to the students he spoke fondly of his memories
in Pres both from a sporting and academic perspective. He also spoke to the boys about success and failure in life, and
how hard work and a positive attitude had helped him in all he’s achieved in his career as a professional footballer.

As well the Cork City senior men’s team’s success, the Club’s U19’s and Women’s team also enjoyed national success
with League and Cup wins respectively. In recognition of these unique achievements, current Pres students, Jack
O’Sullivan (6th Year), Douwe Van Sinderen (6th Year) and Brian Lynch (5th Year) who played with the U19’s squad and
Cork City Women’s Manager and Pres parent Frank Kelleher and his son, 3rd Year student, Gavin Kelleher, a member
of the backroom team, were also recognised.

Emmett O’Halloran

Pres Head Boy, Eoin Davis makes a presentation to Alan Alan addresses the packed PBC gym.



THE 'Relentless Rowers' have donated their proceeds of the herculean fundraising drive to Cork University Hospital Children's
Unit. The rowers, who completed an epic voyage across the Atlantic, donated e31,238 to the CUH charity recently. Former
Pres boys Eoin O’Farrell and Seán Underwood, along with Patrick O‘Connor from Castletownroche and Thomas Browne from
Dublin, set out from the Canary Islands last December and arrived in the Caribbean in January. Along the way, they battled
storms, broken oars, splinters, stiff muscles and a host of other challenges before completing the journey in an incredible Irish
record of 32 days, 22 hours and four minutes! They were the sixth boat home of the 26 that had set out on the Talisker Atlantic
Challenge. To put their achievement into perspective, only around 500 people have completed the rowing journey, while
almost ten times that number have been to the summit of Mount Everest. Very well done again lads!

In regattas held recently in Baltimore, Co Cork and Dublin,
5th Year student, Atlee Kohl won both the Munster Laser 4.7
Championship and the Laser 4.7 Youth Pathway Nationals.
An outstanding achievement, Atlee, many congratulations!

Dr Dave Mullane and Marie Watson CUH Children’s Unit with Relentless Rowers,
Junior doctor Seán Underwood, Thomas Browne from Dublin, podiatrist Eoin O’Farrell and Junior doctor Patrick O’Connor,

Irish record-breakers, who completed the Talisker Atlantic Challenge in January, raised a phenomenal e31,238.41,
which they presented to CUH Charity for the Children’s Unit in CUH.

‘Relentless Rowers donate over ee31,000 to Cork University Hospital!

Atlee Kohl wins prestigious sailing titles!



Swimming Report 2018

Photo shows (l-r) Evan McArdle, Paul Higgins, Michael O’Sullivan, Jude Malley and Seán Herlihy

The PBC Relay Team won silver and bronze medals for their two relays at the recent Irish School National Interprovincial
Swimming Championships. The medley team of Seán O’Herlihy on backstroke, Michael O’Sullivan on breaststroke, Paul
Higgins on Butterfly and Evan McArdle on Freestyle was narrowly defeated by Methodist College, Belfast for the gold
medal, while holding off rivals CBC Cork for the silver.

In the freestyle relay the team of Evan McArdle, Jude Malley, Seán O’Herlihy and Paul Higgins were just beaten to the
touch by Methodist College and CBC to get an excellent bronze medal, in the process holding off strong challenges  from
Blackrock College and Terenure Colleges in what was a very exciting race. The team handled themselves excellently and
swam superbly on the day, doing the school proud.  A fitting reward for all their hard work during the season.

Paul Higgins added two individual gold medals in the 100m Freestyle and Butterfly, with two very dominant
performances.  Very well done Paul!

Many thanks to parent, Ray McArdle, for managing the Relay Team poolside on the day, and also to the parents of the
pupils who made the trip to the National Aquatic Centre in Dublin to support the swimmers.  Very well done all!

Brian Casey
PBC Swimming Coach 



Back row (l-r): Michael O’Sullivan, Evan McArdle, David Carroll, Paul Higgins, James McCarthy, Seán Herlihy and Jude Malley.
Front row (l-r): Illan Wall, John Curtin, Cian Harley, Ross McAuliffe and Neddie Irwin.

(l-r): Seán Herlihy, Jude Malley, Paul Higgins, Michael O’Sullivan and Evan McArdle

PBC Swimming Squad 2018

All-Ireland Schools Relay Team



First Year All Ireland ‘A’ Schools Championship, University of Limerick
The top 16 teams in the 32 counties of Ireland assembled at UL on the weekend of April 28th-29th. The tournament was
divided into four groups of four teams with the top two teams in each group going forward to play in the knock out stages
on Sunday.  Pres had Saint Mary’s Portlaoise, Templeogue College, Dublin and St Mary’s College, Galway in their group.  Pres
were without their big centre, Alex Doyle, who was injured in early March and in addition, Jamie Cotter could not train for
two weeks beforehand due to an ankle injury.  However, Jamie had received intensive physiotherapy for a few days before
the tournament and Coach Seán Murphy made the decision to not play him in the qualifying rounds, holding him instead for
the knockout phase should Pres qualify.

Pres went through the group stages with ease and qualified for to meet Malahide Community School, the Dublin champions,
in the Quarter final on Sunday morning.  Pres despatched Malahide with ease, winning 40-17, with Scott Kelleher and Aodhan
Cooke scoring 9 points each and Emmett Fitzgerald chipping in with 8.

Pres v St Joseph’s (‘The Bish’) Galway
This semi-final game was billed as the game of the tournament with the ‘Bish’ warm favourites to win out, due mainly to the
fact that they were unbeaten in all competitions this year. They also had a 6’6” centre T Zham, who was blowing away teams
one after the other.  Coach Murphy however had his homework done and was quietly confident going into this game.  Aodhan
Cooke got the job of man marking the Bish dangerman and Rory O’Shaughnessy was on hand to help on the defensive
boards.  Aodhan went on the offensive and defended Zham with only millimetres of space between them.  As a result of this
huge defensive pressure, the Bish centre lost his composure in the first quarter and ended it with just four points and crucially,
three personal fouls.  Meanwhile, Aodhan had scored a massive ten points for Pres, while Emmett Fitzgerald weighed in with
three assists and four points.  At quarter’s end, Pres were in front by 14-7.  Scott Kelleher and Jamie Cotter ran the show for
Pres in the second quarter,  winning it 6-3 and half time arrived with Pres enjoying a ten point lead, 20-10.

Niall Collins opened the second half with successive baskets, but The Bish came storming back to cut the Pres lead to seven
points.  The Bish then put on full court pressure in the fourth quarter in an effort to claw back the deficit.  However the quick
passing and movement of the Pres team ensured that The Bish could not eat into the lead.  Frustration started to build for
them and they began to foul the Pres players in order to to gain possession.  Pres were able to hold on and proved worthy
winners by 34-30.

Pres Basketball 2018

First Year Basketball All Ireland Champions 2018
Back row (l-r): Seán Murphy (Coach), Aodhan Cooke, Rory O’Shaughnessy, Alex Doyle, Reuben Skuse, 

Niall Collins and Jamie Cotter.
Front row (l-r): David Burke, Max Mazur, Emmett Fitzgerald, Joe McNamara, Scott Kelleher and Dara McMahon.



(l-r) Joe MacNamara (Class 1B), Cillian MacNamara (Class 6D), Seán Murphy (Coach), 
Ciarán Fitzgerald (Class 5A) and Emmet Fitzgerald (Class 1B).

Pres v Mercy Mounthawk, Tralee
This eagerly anticipated final was watched by a full house.  The big question beforehand was would Pres be able to
overcome this talented Kerry team, a school who had won this competition in 2017.  The game was not for the faint
hearted, but the ultra-reliable Aodhan Cooke demonstrated why he is on the Irish International U16 Development
Squad by calming Pres nerves and scoring the first basket.  Emmet Fitzgerald and Dara McMahon then cut through the
Mounthawk defence to score great baskets under pressure. The first quarter ended with Pres just ahead by 10-9.  Pres
were slow off the mark in the second Quarter.  Another Irish Development Squad member, Jamie Cotter, calmed things
down with an outside jump shot.  The full hearted Scott Kelleher with his blistering pace then hit a great jumper from
just on the three point line.  Mounthawk however played  brilliant basketball in the run up to half time and went in three
points ahead, 19-16. 

Nerves were now being tested on both sides.  Pres came out with a strong 2-2-1 zone press, regularly forcing
Mounthawk to turn over the ball and this tactic saw them win the quarter by 14-4.  One might have thought that Pres
were home and hosed at this stage, leading 30-23 . However, this was far from the reality.  The start of the last quarter
was very tense, with the referees being especially strict on any form of contact.  The opening score was a brilliant basket
from the Kerry captain, John Sugrue, who was fouled in the act of shooting and he went on to nail his bonus free
throw, reducing the deficit to four points.  Rory O’Shaughnessy and Aodhan Cooke both drove to the basket in quick
succession, but on both occasions, the ball agonisingly failed to drop.  Mounthawk’s David O’Connor’s scoring skills
somehow returned and he scored a magnificent jump shot that did not even touch the ring it was all net!  Aodhan replied
with another basket to put Pres four up, but on the next attack, David O’Connor from Mounthawk again cut the Pres
lead to two.

Jamie Cotter was now slowing down on the court and worryingly collapsed to the floor in obvious pain, seemingly a
real blow to the Pres cause down the stretch.  Soon after, Mounthawk were awarded two free throws but with so much
pressure on the shooter, they missed both.  Coach Murphy to his relief got a thumbs up from the physio that Jamie had
only a touch of cramp and he was ready to resume.  Fifty five seconds on the clock and with Pres two points ahead,
Coach Murphy called a time out.  He instructed his players to run down the 24 second possession time and that he would



(l-r) David Murray, William O’Connor, Davie Scott, Cillian MacNamara, Tom Bornemann and Richard Cullinane.

give the signal when to take the shot.  The tension and nerves were now almost unbearable.  When Mounthawk
discovered that Pres were holding possession they fouled the Pres player in possession in order to stop the clock.  Pres
went on to hold possession until time ran out.  In the last quarter, Mounthawk scored seven points while Pres had
scored only two, and interestingly, there was no basket scored by either team in the final two minutes of this magnificent
game.  Pres were the 2018 All Ireland ‘A’ Schools First Year Champions, a feat previously achieved by another great Pres
team in 2012, and made up of many of this year’s Leaving Certificate students.

Ireland Head Coach Paul Kelleher has selected 21 players, including PBC Leaving Cert student Dave Murray, to progress
with the Ireland U17 Men’s development squad. The announcement comes after the squad’s recent trip to Wales and
an international camp that was held at the University of Limerick over Easter.  All at PBC Basketball thank Dave for his
tireless commitment to the basketball cause in the school over the past six years, and we wish him all the best for the
European Champioships in July.  He is shown third from the right on the back row wearing #21.

International honours for Dave Murray!

Leaving Cert students who’ve had hugely successful basketball career in Pres.



The Man-with-the-Plan is so proud of the boys!

To the victor go the spoils!  Coach Seán receives enormous respect from his charges.

David Burke launches another fast break. Pres point guard, Emmett Fitzgerald drains another free throw



Lord Mayor’s Cup - Hurling

Qualifying Round Friday 20th April
On a glorious sunny day, PBC made the short trip to Páirc Uí Chaoimh to play North Mon and SMGS Blarney on the
4G pitch.  Our first game was against the North Mon and we opened brightly and took the game to them, and
consequently were well ahead at half-time and comfortably saw out the match.
Our second game was against Blarney who had already beaten North Mon.  This was a much tougher match but again
we started well.  Towards the end of the first half, Blarney got a run of scores and they stayed well ahead in the second
half after an early goal.

PBC Team: Mark Murphy; Cian McCarthy, Tadhg O’Sullivan, Seán Nyhan; David O’Halloran, James Keohane, Michael
Hayes; Mark McLoughlin, Joe O’Leary; Sam Cunningham, Jack O’Driscoll, Louis Bruce; Alex Walsh, Brian Hayes,
Darragh Murphy.  Harry Fitzgerald, Robert St Leger.

Final Tuesday 1st May
On a morning that was very wet and windy, it was hard to believe it was the first day of summer as PBC walked to UCC’s
Mardyke Arena to play Blarney.  This was a regular 60 minute match.
PBC played against the wind in the first half and got off to a great start with a goal from Michael Nunan.  We continued
to show great attacking play in the first half while being very tight at the back and limiting Blarney’s chances.
While we were well up at half time, we knew Blarney would come out all guns blazing in the second half.  Mark Murphy
saved an early penalty but we found it very hard to get scores afterwards.
As time ticked on through injury time, Blarney got an equalising point so the match finished level 3-8 to 1-14.
There had to be a winner so three players from each team took a 65 each. David Marshall confidently put over our first
65 and after the initial three players the score was 2-2. It went to sudden death and our sixth player missed so Blarney
won the Lord Mayor’s Cup!
The PBC selectors were full of praise for our team’s efforts on the day in this under 17½ tournament which bodes well
for next year’s school championships.

PBC Team: Mark Murphy; Peter Cunningham, David Marshall, Seán Nyhan; David O’Halloran, James Keohane, Michael
Hayes; Luke Twomey (0-1), Joe O’Leary; Sam Cunningham (0-2), Jack O’Driscoll, Frank Horgan; Cormac Griffin, Simon
O’Neill (1-3), Michael Nunan (2-2). George Forde, Alex Walsh, Harry Fitzgerald, Cian McCarthy, Darragh Murphy,
Robert St Leger, Brian Lynch.

Back row (l-r): Enda O’Regan (Coach), John Connaughton (Coach), James Keohane, David O’Halloran, Alex Walsh, 
Robert St Leger, Brian Hayes, Jack O’Driscoll, Sean Nyhan and Michael Hayes.

Back row (l-r): Sam Cunningham, Harry Fitzgerald, Darragh Murphy, Tadhg O’Sullivan, Mark Murphy, Cian McCarthy, 
Joe O’Leary, Mark McLoughlin and Louis Bruce.



Lord Mayor’s Cup - Football

Qualifying Round Friday 27th April
On a cold, wet morning PBC travelled to Midleton CBS to take on the host school and Christians.
Our first game was against Midleton and we made a great start with a goal from Ian O’Keeffe.  Our players were full
of running and kept the pressure on Midleton with Michael Nunan scoring 1-2 helping us to lead 3-4 to 0-3 at half time.
The second half saw Midleton get a few points but we were comfortable in winning by 3-5 0-7.
We played against the wind in the first half against CBC.  Tim Cronin showed up well to get two first half points but
we found it hard to make progress. Cillian Martin was in top form in goal.  Our players kept working hard but
unfortunately CBC stayed well ahead on the scoreboard.
The PBC selectors thanked our players for their efforts over the two games and we hope we have found a few new
players to compete at senior school level next year.

PBC Team: Cillian Martin; Charlie Coughlan, Dylan Devlin, Cian Duggan; Geroge Forde, David Marshall, Peter
Cunningham; Simon O’Neill, David O’Halloran; Tim Cronin, Jack O’Driscoll, Frank Horgan; Michael Nunan, Ian
O’Keeffe, Mark Fitzgibbon. Darragh Smith, Harry Fitzgerald, Robert St Leger, Max Scanlon, Cian O’Mahony.

Back row (l-r): John Connaughton (Coach), Luke Twomey, Darragh Murphy, Tim Cronin, Harry Fitzgerald, 
Cian O’Mahony, Peter Cunningham, Jack O’Driscoll, Michael Nunan , David O’Halloran, Dylan Devlin, Ian O’Keeffe, 

Frank Horgan and Cian McCarthy.
Front row (l-r): Charlie Coughlan, Simon O’Neill, Darragh Smith, Cillian Martin, David Marshall, George Forde, Robert St Leger,

Cian Duggan, Max Scanlon and Mark Fitzgibbon.



Cork Minor Football 2018 (l-r) Patrick Campbell, Eoin Nation and Cian O’Donovan.

Cork Minor Hurlers 2018 Ethan Twomey and Cian O’Donovan Cork U20 Footballer Briain Murphy

Past and present Pres pupils were part of the Nemo Rangers panel that won the Cork County and Munster Senior Club titles 
and reached the All-Ireland Club Final where they unfortunately went down to Corofin.

(l-r) Caleb Sheehan, John Connaughton, Barry O’Driscoll, James O’Donovan, Micheál Martin and Enda O’Regan.



Sports Day 2018

The Teachers’ team prior to the annual Staff v Students game at the School Sports Day.
Back row (l-r): Karl Sweeney, Ger Burke, John Mullarkey, Eoin Hennessy and Fergus Healy (Referee).

Front row (l-r): Craig O’Driscoll, Micheál Jones, Willie O’Keeffe and Paul Farrell.

The Leaving Cert Students’ team for the annual Staff v Students game.
Back row (l-r): Fergus Healy (Referee), Douwe Van Sinderen, James O’Donovan, Harry Scannell, Mark McStay and Ray Sweetnam.

Front row (l-r):  Joe Duggan, Eoin Davis, Karl Walsh and Simon Kennedy.



Another close finish for Mr Keane to adjudicate on!!!

Runners and riders ready themselves for the 2nd Year Grand National!!!

PPU President Tom Reidy presents the Senior Victor Ludorum
to Andrew O’Connor (Class 4D)

PPU President Tom Reidy, presents the Junior Victor Ludorum
to James McCarthy (Class 1E).



DDoowwnn  MMeemmoorryy  LLaannee

Barry Cup Winners 1989 - 1990

PBC 9 CBC 4

Back row (l-r): Rory Goggin, Pat Moloney, John O’Hanlon, Brian Manning, Dan O’Mahony, Michael Bowen and Frank O’Mahony.

Second row from back (l-r): Kevin Deasy, John Cahalane, Nick Lyons, Ricky Barrett, Roger O’Connor, Darragh Whelan (RIP), 
James Kiernan and Barry O’Connor.

Third row from back (l-r): Shane Moloney, Ronan Nangle, Paddy Attridge (RIP), Tim Mulhall, Declan Kidney, 
Stephen Mannion and Olax Wixted.

Front row seated (l-r): Neil Barry and Declan Fitzgerald.
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When I was young I felt like nobody:
� when someone called me stupid 
� yelled at me 
� when I was not included in games and groups
� when people did not listen to me 
� when the people I loved argued.

I felt like somebody:
� when people included me, listened to me.
� When I helped someone, achieved something and got all my homework correct
� when I did well at sport and looked after my pets well.

We are in an age where children’s voices are important.
If we don’t give dignity we may give disdain.
If we don’t give self-confidence we may give humiliation.
If we refuse to praise our silent criticism may last a lifetime.
Love does not mean doing extraordinary things or heroic things, 
it means knowing how to do the ordinary things each day with tenderness.
My response to conflict is community.
My response to injustice is to share.
My response to despair is to trust and hope.
My response to hatred is forgiveness.
My response to people is to cherish each one as a child, as a teenager and as an adult.

Adapted from the work of  Jean Varnier

Reflection


