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Report by Principal Aiden Twomey

As the academic year draws to a close, we bid a fond farewell
to the Leaving Certificate Class of 2017.

At their Graduation Mass, each received a Past Pupil tie, to
signify that they are now part of the wider ‘Pres’ family and
will be known for the rest of their lives as ‘Old Boys’.

Their six year journey was much commented upon, especially
their work rate and commitment to the PBC. We were
delighted to see so many parents, grandparents and other
family members in the Sacred Heart Church to help with the
celebration. We wish them a very happy and successful life,
confident that the values they bring with them from Pres will
always stand to them. We hope that they will always feel part
of the Pres family.

This year also marks the retirement of 1st Year Head, Mary
O’Connor. I would like to thank Mary on behalf of the
school, its parents, students and old boys for her many years
of faithful service to the College.

We acknowledge the sad passing of former principal, Br
Terence Hurley, former Pres Rugby coach Paddy Attridge, and
more recently, the sad passing of past pupil, Dave Hyland,
father of current 1st Year, James. We extend our deepest
condolences to each of their families. May they rest in peace.

It would be remiss of us not to also mark the 40th anniversary
of the profession of vows of Br Martin Kenneally, our former
principal. Br Martin has completed two terms as
Congregation Leader of the Presentation Brothers, and is now
enjoying a well earned rest. We wish him well for the future.

This end of year Pres Gazette covers the whole range of
school related activities undertaken by our students within
the College; academic, sporting, social responsibility and
extracurricular. We thank all the students for their individual
and team efforts and the great credit they bring to Pres.

The continued academic success of our past and present
students never ceases to amaze and these are well chronicled
in subsequent pages. Successes in national Applied Maths
Quizzes, Scholarships from the German Government for
some of our Junior Certificate students and Kevin Jansson’s
silver medal at the European Science Olympiad are some that
come to mind in this regard.

Winning the Munster Schools Senior Rugby Cup after a gap
of seven years is worthy of serious praise and huge credit
goes to the coaching team, Head Coach Brian MacMahon,
team captain Jack O’Sullivan, the team and the extended
squad. Meanwhile, the success of our U19 Basketball squad,
coached by the great Seán Murphy, reaching an All-Ireland
League Final was also particularly noteworthy.

Preparing the Pres Gazette requires much work. I would like
to thank editor Don Buckley for collating the various articles,
organising the photography, to Nora Walsh for the many
photographs she takes throughout the year and also to
graphic designer Charlie Neville. Thank you all.

Finally, I wish all our students, staff and their families a happy
and relaxed summer and look forward to everyone’s return
in the autumn.

Aiden Twomey
Aiden Twomey
Principal
May 2017

Cover photo shows Pres captain Jack O'Sullivan and his team
mates celebrating with the cup after the Clayton Hotels Munster
Schools Senior Cup Final between PBC and Glenstal Abbey at
Thomond Park on St Patrick’s Day.
(Photo supplied courtesy of Kevin Murphy)



PBC Prefects 2017

(l-r): Jack O’Donovan (Head Boy) and Daniel Gallagher (Deputy Head Boy)

Back row (l-r): Eoin Winters, Luke Guerin, Marian Carey (Deputy Principal), Ben Carroll, Ross Howell and Conor Walsh
Front row (l-r): Pierre Matthieu, Jack O’Donovan (Head Boy), Tony Cusack,
Daniel Gallagher (Deputy Head Boy), Thomas O’Connor and Jack Keegan

Head Boy and Deputy Head Boy



Übung macht den Meister!

Every year, students from different European countries who perform exceptionally well in learning German, are invited to take
part in a number of immersion programmes and summer courses in Germany. These programmes are sponsored by the
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany and organised by the German Educational Service (PAD).

In February, four of our Transition Year German students, Diarmuid Carey, Kevin Jansson, Daved Sahm and Sam Gallagher,
were informed by the German Embassy in Dublin that they had received some of the top marks in Ireland in the 2016 Junior
Certificate Examination.

All four students were then invited to attend an interview / language test at the Goethe-Institut in Dublin on March 27th,
organised by the German Embassy in co-operation with the State Examinations Commission.

This is a huge honour for the boys, and a testament to their work in and dedication to the subject of German. All in Pres are
immensely proud of the students, and indeed their teachers, who were instrumental in getting them to this point.

SShhaarroonn  GGiillllaannee
PBC German Department

Photo shows (l-r) Sam Gallagher, Diarmuid Carey, Daved Sahm and Kevin Jansson



Transition Year student Kevin Jansson (second from the right) who was part of the Irish team that won a silver medal in the 
Physics category at the European Union Science Olympiad, held in Copenhagen from May 8th to 14th.

Kevin Jansson displays his silver medal and certificate after representing Presentation College and Ireland 
in the 2017 European Union Science Olympiad.

Kevin Jansson wins silver in prestigious European Science Olympiad



James McSweeney is the Senior Gold Medal Essay Winner 2017

6th Year student James McSweeney being presented with the Senior gold Medal for Essay Writing by Kieran Ahern, head of
the PBC English Department.  The competition was centred on the title ‘A Brave New World’ and James beat off stiff
competition from fellow 6th Year students Jack Blake and Pierre Mathieu to win the much coveted prize.  Well done James!

Bevan Forde (Class 2A) was a worthy recipient of the 2017 Junior Gold Medal for Essay Writing.  He was presented with his
award by Micheál Jones, PBC English Department, who was the convenor of the competition.  Great achievement Bevan!

Bevan Forde wins the 2017 Junior Gold Medal Essay Competition



PresLink - Letter from Br John Guinane, Mission Development Office

Dear PresLink and all at PBC,

I will take this opportunity to wish peace, joy, happiness, good health and God’s Blessing for 2017.

‘Students helping Students’ that is what it boils down to.  Year after year PresLink students show their generosity in effort and
time with their fundraising activities.  I wish to thank PresLink students most sincerely for their very generous donation of
e6,160 for the Presentation Brothers’ missionary and educational work in our West Africa Province (Nigeria and Ghana) which
I received from Br Martin Kenneally.  The Presentation Brothers, both here in Ireland, and in our West Africa Province, are very
grateful to you for this very kind gesture.  I will forward this gift to Ghana in due course.  On a personal note, I thank you for
the care, love, concern, collaboration and generosity in extending a big helping hand to the poor in our mission field.

I travelled to Ghana and Nigeria in August with a consultant on development where we have a number of ongoing projects.
We carried out a number of workshops on Accounting and Needs Analysis in both countries.  The two new Junior Secondary
Schools in Ghana, Bolgatanga and Hain, are progressing well and should be ready to open in September 2017.  The Educational
Outreach Centre (EOC) in Logre, Ghana, is now up and running and we experienced at first hand ongoing activities.  It consists
of a Multipurpose Hall, a Library and a Computer room.  A Shared Education and Learning for Life (SELL) programme is being
organised from the EOC in collaboration with the Kiltegan Fathers.  THE EOC is on the same campus as our Presentation
Primary School and Presentation Junior High.

PresLink Committee 2016 - 2017
Back row (l-r): Tom Murphy, James Ó Cóileáin, Tadhg Cowhig and Cuchulainn Livingstone

Front row (l-r): Louis Maguire, Joe O’Leary, Alex Donerty and Derek Murray



Donors like yourselves are very important to our mission as you are getting involved with the most needful of people, spiritually,
financially, or otherwise and acting in a Christian way with the aim of lightening their load.  With a grateful heart I thank you
most sincerely for this very kind gesture, proof of your support of our apostolate and your concern for the less well-off in our
West Africa Province.  You have grasped the essential gospel message ‘as long as you did this to the least of my sisters and
brothers, you did it to me’.  Thus, you are paving a way for a better future for the less fortunate and marginalised as they await
for a better tomorrow.  You are doing your bit to eradicate poverty in faraway lands.

I will take this opportunity to wish teaching staff, ancillary staff, and students at PBC Cork, peace, joy, happiness, good health
and God’s Blessing for 2017.

BBrr  JJoohhnn  GGuuiinnaannee
Presentation Brothers Mission Development Office

PresLink organised Black and White Day culminates in a huge pre match rally in the school hall on March 16th



PresLink School Quiz Winners

Class 1A, the best 1st Year Class (l-r) Cillian Twomey, Matthew Kingston, James Cuddigan and Fionn Coleman

Class 2A, the best Junior Cycle Class (l-r) Conall Harrington, Conor Casey, Matt Morroney and Jimmy Coughlan



Back row (l-r): Hugh Fitzgerald, Mark O’Gorman, Ms Annette Barry, Tony Cusack and Tadgh Cowhig
Front row (l-r): Jack Madden, Cian Harley, Jack Cullen and Jonathan Seward

As another year draws to a close, it is time yet again to reflect on the achievements of the PBC Debating Society this past
academic year. Progression and eventual success was apparent from the beginning of the year, with early successes at the
Munster Schools Debating Competition in Mount Mercy, allied to success for Toby Quigley and James McCarthy in the Cork
City Schools competition, hosted by CBC. 

This was undoubtedly our most successful year in recent years, with our Seniors enjoying many successes, such as a Best
Delegate award at DCMUN (Model United Nations) for our chairman, Hugh Fitzgerald and progression to the national round
of the European Youth Parliament attained by Cian Harley. The members of the society spread across Europe, with attendance
at the Erasminian European Youth Parliament in Hamburg in November being a great achievement for our society. This event
was attended by Jack Madden, Tony Cusack, Cian Harley, Mark O’Gorman, Tadhg Cowhig, John Whyte and Hugh Fitzgerald,
accompanied by Mrs. Annette Barry. 

In addition, Michael Duffy and Conor Dorgan managed to attend the Cambridge Union International Debating Competition
in Cambridge.  The boys qualified to represent the school at an international competition called ICYD (International
Competition for Young Debaters). They competed as a team against students from the UK, South Africa, India, Portugal,
Greece and Canada. They were placed first in their opening debate, discussing the topic, ‘That this House would ban all
medical treatments claiming a physical effect that had not been tested by a national regulator to be more effective than a
placebo’. The boys participated in three more debates, with both agreeing that it was a tremendous learning experience.

Meanwhile, Transition Year students, Tadhg Cowhig, Derek Murray, Jonathan Seward and Jack Cullen, won a tour of the
European Parliament in Brussels organised by the Lord Mayor of Cork, Cllr. Des Cahill and Deirdre Clune, MEP. 

All in all, these achievements made for an excellent year and we now look forward with confidence to next year when the
Society will be under the stewardship of Tadhg Cowhig and Conor Dorgan. We all wish them well in their endeavours

HHuugghh  FFiittzzggeerraalldd,,  
Chairman PBC Debating Society 2016/17

Debating Society Report



Pres students visit the European Parliament

TY students Tadgh Cowhig, Jack Cullen, Derek Murray and Jonathan Seward recently won a debating competition run by the
Lord Mayor of Cork Cllr Des Cahill and Deirdre Clune MEP, arguing ‘That Ireland is better off within the European Union’.   The
prize was a tour of the European Parliament in Brussels.  It was a two day trip which also included a tour of the city of Brussels.
Three other schools were also on the tour, Coláiste an Spiorad Naomh, Bishopstown Community School and Ashton School.
The Lord Mayor of Cork Cllr Des Cahill travelled with us and we met Deirdre Clune MEP in the Parliament.  The tour also
included a visit with Brigadier General Philip Brennan, the Irish Army Representative to the European Union Military Council.
Overall the boys got a very good insight into the role of Ireland in Europe. It was a very informative and busy two days.

AAnnnneettttee  BBaarrrryy  
Coordinating Teacher -Debating

Pres TY students (l-r) Derek Murray, Tadhg Cowhig, Jack Cullen and Jonathan Seward 
meeting the Irish military delegation at the European Union

Photo shows the students with Deirdre Clune MEP and Lord Mayor of Cork Cllr Des Cahill at the European Parliament



Matthew Kingston (Class 1A) was a most deserving winner of this year’s Davis Shield for Debating after beating some
considerable opponents during an exciting finale to the season.  A magnificent achievement for a 1st Year student.  

Very well done Matthew!

Photo shows (l-r) Peter Hyde, Nicky Quinlan, Colmán Ó Tuama, David Hyde, Joe O’Leary and James Falvey.
Bank of Ireland, the main sponsor of Pres Rugby, have established an initiative for Pres students to save money 
at very competitive rates.  Transition Year students manage the growing enterprise during the school year 

supervised by Mr Ó Tuama, Assistant Games Master, PBC

Matthew Kingston wins the Davis Shield for Debating

PBC School Bank sponsored by Bank of Ireland



Seachtain na Gaeilge: Ceilí Mór sa halla leis na cailíní ó Choláiste St Angela’s

Fear an Tí, an tUasal Mac Mathúna i mbarr na réine!!

Ciarán Ó Conchúir agus a phairtnéir

An damhsa fé lán seoil!!

Aodán De Bhuilbh agus a phairtnéir



An Cúigú Blian Tráth na gCeist Winners 2017

An Triú Blian Comórtas na bPostaeirí Winners 2017

(l-r) David Harrington, Cillian MacNamara and Eoin Davis

(l-r) AJ Whelan and Keelan Cronin



1st Year History School Tour

In February, the full cohort of 1st Year students enjoyed the History school tour to the National Heritage Park in Co  Wexford.
The tour consisted of two parts:
A one-hour 'Daily Life in the 10th Century' workshop invited students to step back in time a thousand years and learn first-
hand about daily life in Viking times, in settlements such as Dublin, Waterford, Cork and Limerick.  Authentic replica clothing,
leather working, demonstrations of various weaponry (see photo) and the processes involved in dyeing clothes were all
brilliantly explained by our guide.

Following lunch, our costumed guide took us on a tour of the 35 acre wetland and woodland Heritage Park.  The group were
taken back in time, and starting with the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods were guided through the course of Irish history.
Through the Bronze and Iron Ages, Early Christian Ireland and the Viking Invasion via horizontal water mills and fulachta
fiadh, students experienced first-hand how people worked, lived, died and were commemorated for posterity.

A thoroughly enjoyable and educational day was complemented with a workbook and pencil for everyone in the audience,
courtesy of the Heritage Park.  Sincerest thanks must be extended to Ms Mary O'Connor, Ms Katie O'Donovan, Ms Lynda
Meiklejohn, Ms Jillian Collins, Mr Gary Houston, Mr Caleb Sheehan and Mr Karl Sweeney for making this school tour possible.

History class outing to the Stone Corridor in UCC 
On February 9th 2017, Classes 1A and 1B went on a History
Class outing to visit the Ogham Stone collection in UCC.
During the trip, the boys found out about the ogham
language, where the stones came from and what the
markings symbolise. 

Along the way, they also saw other historical artefacts, such
as a rotary quern and decorated tombstones.  The boys
enjoyed the experience very much and learned a little about
their Irish ancestors as well.  A big thank you to Mr Karl
Sweeney for making this trip possible. 

FFiioonnnn  CCoolleemmaann  
Class 1A

1st Year students listen to a talk on early monastic sites



1st Year Archaeology Demonstration May 2017

Photo shows Dr Mara Tesorieri shows the students how to determine the cause of death of a neolithic person

In a newly established relationship between the Archaeology Department in UCC and the History Department in Presentation
Brothers College, Classes 1A and 1B enjoyed an unforgettable, hands on archaeology workshop in May.  Dr Ben Geary, Dr
Mara Tesorieri and  Kevin Kearney crossed the road from the former home of Pres, replete with an array of artefacts, numerous
bags of tricks, human and animal remains, and admirable knowledge coupled with an affable sense of humour.  Following a
brief introduction to the field of archaeology and the work of the Archaeology Department in UCC Dr Geary tested the
students understanding of the conceptual nature of archaeology, teasing out the information that archaeologists can garner
about prehistoric societies from butchered animal bones.  He gave students the opportunity to use a saddle stone to grind
corn and invited students to guess the type of animal whose skull was prominently displayed (horse rather than dinosaur!).
Students learned that archaeology is essentially an enormous jigsaw with half the pieces missing.

Dr Tesorieri used human skulls and femurs to explain her own particular speciality of bio /osteoarchaeology, demonstrating
the numerous ways in which the sex of a skull can be determined, as well as identifying a blunt force trauma to the forehead,
a messy leg break and a broken nose (not all one individual!), none of which resulted in death but all of which would have
resulted in a painful and disfigured aftermath.  Mara was very impressed by the students’ knowledge and intelligent lines of
questioning.

Mr Kearney outlined technological development through the demonstration of Stone and Bronze Age axes, teasing out the
evidence for the existence of prestige items and explaining the development of a mineral economy, particularly copper and
tin, in prehistory.  In addition, the way in which archaeologists can identify the increasing complexity of society through
artefacts found was thoroughly explained.

The students were enthralled by the tactile nature of the archaeology workshop and a class that combines skulls and axes is
sure to live long in the memory!  The mutually beneficial nature of the relationship now established between the college and
UCC is one that will surely be maintained in years to come. 

Sincerest thanks to the Archaeology Department in UCC for facilitating the visit and bringing their subject to life (pardon the
pun!) for the students in Pres.  It was a hugely informative experience for us.

KKaarrll  SSwweeeenneeyy
PBC History Department



1st Year Archaeology Demonstration May 2017

Photo shows students learning about neolithic tools and weapons

Students use a saddle stone to grind corn 1st Year Hughie O’Callaghan demonstrates how to use 
a neolithic weapon



Art Tour – National Gallery of Ireland and National Museum

Last March, a bus of 5th & 6th Year Art students travelled to Dublin to visit the ‘Beyond Caravaggio’ exhibition, organised and
presented by the National Gallery of Ireland.  This exhibition is a collection of the works of Caravaggio and his followers,
displayed in the Beit Wing of the Gallery.  Many of the works on show are on loan from private collections, and this will be a
rare opportunity for visitors to see works not easily available to the public.

We availed of a guided tour which engaged us in the atmosphere of the Gallery as well as immersing us into the world of the
paintings, from the themes to the textures and even the framing.  Paintings of note that we had previously studied, included
‘The Taking of Christ’ which was discovered in the possession of the Jesuit Order in Dublin and is on permanent loan to the
Gallery and ‘Supper at Emmaus’ another large scale work by Caravaggio.  Other artists of note included Georges de la Tour,
Nicolas Regnier and Von Honthurst.

We also visited the National Museum of Ireland, where we explored the archaeology section with Bronze Age and Iron Age
artefacts, illustrating the advancements in design and technology of these periods.  Each room was lit with bright concentrated
lighting to best expose the finer and richer details of artefacts such as ‘The Broighter Hoard’, sun discs and lunalae.

For me the museum was a door to our ancient ancestors and
their most valued possessions.  What was a craft and hobby
to them becomes dazzling to the modern eye.

In conclusion, we as an art class would like to thank teachers
Ms Nora Walsh and Mr Hugh O’Brien for making this tour
possible for us.  We truly appreciate the time and effort in
organising this day out and would recommend students
interested to view these exhibitions for themselves.

AAddaamm  HHoollmmeess  
5th Year

Photo shows (l-r) Aiden McNeill, Mark McStay, Josh Owens, Tom Bornemann, Pierre Morcos, Criofan Guilfoyle, Simon Merriman, 
Ross O’Brien, Jack Murphy and Adam Holmes

(l-r) Liam Kilgrew, Fearghal Hayes, Jack Cullen, Eoin Mathers,
Conor Galvin, Joey Long, Kevin Costello, Cathal Walsh 
and Ciarán Gleeson in the People’s Park, Grand Parade



2nd Year Art students produce excellent sculptures

Nik Tyrell’s ‘Justice’
Represents justice for country and religion

Brian Corkery’s ‘Global Warming’
Industrial chimneys release harmful gases which 

melt the ice and endanger animals

Daniel Rea’s ‘Fist Lock Protection’
using his fists and the basic lock to protect 

himself, others and his property

Peter Hyland’s ‘Water, Science of Life’
The earth and the tree are helping each other to grow

John Curtin’s ‘The World’s Tap’
The way a small bit of water can impact nature so much.

Samuel Doughty’s ‘Protection’
The hand protects the flower, looks after it.  



SciFest at CIT

A device to harness the energy from rainwater in the gutter was constructed by 2nd Year students, 
Ashiq Rahman, Toby Quigley and Cian Smyth.  Their project ‘Gutter Flow’ involved the design of a device, 

a concept that has great potential for the future.

1st Year students Panos Karousos, James Cuddigan and James Hyland attended the Scifest event at CIT in March this year. 
They submitted an entry that investigated driving attitudes and the use of the horn when driving.  



IMTA π Junior Maths Quiz

3rd Year students who took part in this years IMTA π Junior Maths Quiz
(l-r) Farzaan Zulquernain, Liam Rooke, Michael Cohalan and Michael Giltinan.

Well done to our Junior Certificate students Michael Coholan, Micheal Giltinan, Liam Rooke and Farzaan Zulquernain who
competed in the IMTA  Quiz this May.  This is a table quiz based on the Junior Certificate Higher Level Maths course for
students from Cork city and county.  The boys were selected for this team based on their outstanding Pre Junior Certificate
Exam results.

The 1st Years took part in Round 1 of The Junior Maths
Competition in the school this April.  This is a mathematical
problem solving multiple choice examination.  Congratulations
to Mark Fitzgibbon who was selected to represent the school
in the Regional Final, where he acquitted himself excellently
and gained a well-deserved second place out of more than 70
students drawn from 27 schools.  A magnificent achievement.
Very well done, Mark!

The Maths Department would like to wish all our students
every success in their upcoming exams, particularly those
sitting the Leaving and Junior Certificates.

HHuugghh  OO’’BBrriieenn
PBC Maths Department

Mark Fitzgibbon pictured with his runner-up trophy 
for the Junior Maths Competition.



Senior Applied Maths Quiz and Junior Problem Solving Competition 2017

These two competitions are run each year by the Irish Applied Mathematics Teachers’ Association, and PBC has a proud
tradition of doing very well in both competitions, and this has continued this year.

The Junior competition started with a regional round in Cork on 20th January, with each school entering up to three teams,
each with two 3rd Years and two 4th Years.  The purpose of the competition is to introduce students to problem solving using
applied mathematics, with most of the students having studied little or no applied mathematics previously.  In the regional
competition, a team from PBC consisting of Kevin Jansson, Diarmuid Carey, Farzaan Zulquernain and Masroor Salam came
first with a perfect score, with a second PBC team close behind in second place!  This is the third year in a row that PBC have
won the regional round in Cork, and both of these teams qualified for the National Final.

In the regional round of the Senior Quiz held on March 2nd, PBC were again victorious, beating a team from CBC in a tie-
breaker, in a very close competition.  In this competition, each team of three consists of two 6th Years and one 5th Year, with
the winning PBC team comprising Reggie Kavanagh, Tony Cusack and Dave Scott.  The other PBC teams did very well, but
unfortunately did not qualify for the National Final in what was a very competitive and close event.

At the National Finals of both competitions, which were held in Portlaoise Education Centre on March 11th, all the PBC teams
did really well.  In the Junior Problem Solving Competition, the PBC team who had won the regional round went on to finish
in second place overall, just behind the winning team from Confey Community College in Leixlip.  The other team also
acquitted themselves admirably.  In the Senior Applied Mathematics Quiz, the team from PBC finished in third place, narrowly
behind the winning team from St Kieran’s College, Kilkenny and a team from Clongowes Wood College.

Very well done to all those who took part in these competitions, and particularly those who did so well in the National Finals.
It is a great challenge for all the competitors to pit their problem-solving skills against their peers from other schools, proving
that PBC students continue to perform at the highest level nationally.

DDoommiinniicckk  DDoonnnneellllyy
Applied Maths Teacher

(l-r) Dominick Donnelly Applied Maths teacher, Dave Scott, Tony Cusack, Reggie Kavanagh and Ross Durity, Applied Maths teacher



Junior Applied Maths team placed second in National Final

Photo shows (l-r) Diarmuid Carey, Masroor Salam, Farzaan Zulquernain and Kevin Jansson

The Pres community in action

Members of the Class of 1986 present a cheque to their former class mate Philip Scott, to aid in his recovery.
Photo shows (l-r) Dan Gallagher, Charlie Haly, Philip Scott, Jim Barry and Tim Barry.  All at Pres wish Philip a very speedy recovery.



Sports Day 2017



Peer Mentors

6th Year Peer Mentors
Back row (l-r): Jack O’Sullivan, Jack Madden, Conor Sexton, Jack O’Donovan, Ms Claire Lynch, Pierre Mathieu, 

Patrick Kennelly, Thomas O’Connor and Harry Dillon
Front row (l-r): Alan O’Keeffe, Criofan Guilfoyle, Ben Carroll, Peter Sylvester, Gary Bradley, Ross Howell, 

Eoin Tuohy and Brian Mulcahy

Peer Mentoring for me has been an opportunity to broaden my horizons, being one of the 2016/17 Peer Mentor group.  The
communion between senior and junior contingent to accelerate the integration of the incoming first years as 'Pres Boys'.  The
grouping of a 6th Year mentor with a group of  nine 1st Years, meeting regularly, especially in that crucial first term.  This
allowed an informal environment in which 1st Year students could chat and find common ground for friendships to flourish.
I am honoured to have been on the journey of being a Peer Mentor this year, welcoming the next generation of 'Pres Boys'
to the school.  These are comments form two of my first year group on how the process has been for them:

‘It's a good chance to get advice from a students perspective on Study and homework. I found it influential’
Daniel Phillpott Vendrells 1st Year.

‘At the start of the year it's helpful to get insights from someone who's experienced the same as yourself’
Mikey O’Leary, 1st Year

We are also tasked with the job of training in next years’ Mentors.  Ciarán worked with me and my group of 1st Years for
our final session these are his views:
‘The responsibility is being passed on to me and the other new currently 5th Year (soon to be 6th Year) Peer Mentors.  We
look forward to the challenges such a task entails.  I know we are all honoured to be selected to assist in the integration of
next years’ 1st Years. We will all perform the job with great dedication upholding our new Leadership role in the school’.
Ciarán Hennigan 5th Year

As we approach the end of another illustrious and enjoyable year, getting ready for our Leaving Certification, I know I have
witnessed first hand this group of awestruck, overwhelmed 1st Years grow into confident and friendly young men.  It's with
great difficulty that I am concluding my time in Pres.  I've enjoyed the responsibility of being a Peer Mentor and the
opportunity to give something back to the school community.  I thank Ms Claire Lynch for all the organisation and advice.  I
wish the enthusiastic group that are next years Peer Mentors all the best for their year ahead.

TThhoommaass  OO’’CCoonnnnoorr
6th Year



5th Year Peer Mentors
Back row (l-r): Hugh Fitzgerald, David Hyland, David Murray, Ms Claire Lynch, James O’Donovan, Mark McCarthy, 

Mark McCarthy, Douwe van Sinderen
Front row (l-r): Mark Ryan Purcell, Evan Mahony, Billy Scannell, Jonathan Wren, John O’Donovan, 

Jonathan Scannell and Ciarán Hennigan

A group of happy Pres students pictured at the Coliseum in Rome on this year's Latin Tour.

Historical tour to Rome



PBC Parents’ Association

This article is to highlight the work of the Pres Parents’ Association and to encourage parents to come along to the AGM on
the 11th September next at 7:30 pm in the College Theatre.

As an association, we work in partnership with all stakeholders to enhance the educational development and educational
opportunities for our children.  We do this in real terms by:

� Group discussion and conveying parents’ concerns to the School Management
� Assisting with school programmes as and when requested by the school
� Providing parents input into school policies

This year we organised a talk given by Pieta House on the difficult subject of suicide and self-harm.  Over e1,000 was collected
on the night for Pieta House and this was very gratefully received.

At least one committee member from each year group will be elected at the AGM.  The committee selects a Chairperson and
Secretary at the first committee meeting and will meet once a month (September – May).  The Principal or Deputy Principal
will generally be available for at least part of the monthly meeting to deal with open issues.  Two committee meetings of the
year are named Open Meetings, with these meetings are open for any parent to attend.

Committee member names are available at:
www.pbc-cork.ie/parents_council.cfm

The Parents’ Council can be contacted at
parents.council@pbc-cork.ie

Pres Parents’ Association is affiliated to the National Parents’ Council Post-Primary and we have had a delegate at the Annual
Conference.

So come along to the AGM on Mon 11th September, 7.30pm in the College Theatre and take an active part in your school
community.  You will find it a great opportunity to meet other parents, raise any concerns, and to discover all that goes on
within the school.

CChhaarrlleess  RRyyaann--PPuurrcceellll
Chairperson 2016/2017

Members of the Pres Parents’ Association with PBC Principal Aiden Twomey



Pres’ first Olympian Bryan Keane visits the College

Last March, one of Ireland’s most successful triathletes, Pres past pupil Bryan Keane (Class of 1999) retired from international
competition.  The 36-year-old’s departure from the international scene closed an 11-year-long career that saw him compete
in some of the biggest races in the world, including multiple ITU World Championships events and the 2016 Rio Olympics.

Bryan visited his alma mater recently and spoke to 5th Year students about his athletic career, his training, the mental aspect
of elite sport, amongst other things. He was keen to emphasise the necessity of plotting your own way in life, trusting your
own instincts, while also stressing the need for patience, resilience and fortitude in chasing one’s dreams.
In his triathlon career, Bryan Keane recorded a total of 23 top ten placings at elite ITU triathlon events and has multiple Irish
national titles to his name across aquathlon, sprint, standard and middle distance triathlon events.  Most memorably, he won
with a storming running performance in front of a home crowd when TriAthlone staged an ITU European Cup race in 2009.
Bryan said competing for Ireland at the Rio Olympics was a definite highlight of his
career and gave him a sense of redemption after missing out on the London
Olympics through injury.  ‘It’s a real honour to represent your country and to
represent Triathlon Ireland at multiple world championships and at the Olympic
Games. Every time I raced, it was an amazing and something I never took for
granted’ said Bryan.  ‘I dreamt as a kid to go to a Games and I made it there. I
went in to compete and not make up the numbers. I didn't have the performance
I wanted on the day but I went there with the shape to deliver the performance.’

Results
In 2010 Bryan recorded the highest ever finish position by an Irish male in a
triathlon World Championship claiming seventh place at the ITU Elite Sprint World
Championships in Lausanne, Switzerland.  The win came during a remarkable year
for him - within a two week period he had finished second at a World Cup event
in Holten and before he returned home to comfortably retain his national title at
the Lost Sheep Triathlon in Kerry.  But disaster was to strike Bryan within a month
when he was knocked from his bike by a car during an off-season training spin
near his parents home in Cork.  He broke his kneecap in two from the crash - an
injury that derailed his qualification campaign for the London 2012 Olympics.  ‘The
crash was a low point. I didn’t know if I was going to be able to come back from
it. I never thought it would be two years to get back and that I’d have to learn to
run again. It was a difficult time but you suck it up and your get on with it and in
fairness I had a fantastic support team behind me who helped me get back.’

Bryan in action during the Olympic Triathlon in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 2016

Bryan with 2nd Year student Patrick Kelly



No ‘What-ifs’
Looking back now on the years he missed, Bryan says that while it definitely set his career back, he learnt not to think about
the ‘what-ifs’.  ‘I don’t think you can regret anything, the accident took away two years of my career and cost me a place in
London.  I would have loved to have been a double-Olympian but I learned from it, you can’t dwell on it too much.  I think
I got to the same level again but it took a long time.  It’s something that’s always there but you play the cards that you’re dealt
and you have to get on with it and stop moaning.  You dream as a kid to achieve something, then that’s taken from you but
I got a second chance to go after it again. It would have been very easy to say, that’s gone, in a typical Irish way of saying ‘I
could have been great’ but I didn’t want to be saying that, I wanted to actually get back and prove myself, which I did.’

Retirement
Bryan said he started considering retirement around Christmas 2016.  ‘I had intended to complete one more year but there
were a few different circumstances coming together.  Paul Donovan (his long term swim coach in the National Aquatic Centre)
was finishing up in Swim Ireland so I was going to need a new swim coach.  Also I got married in October and you can’t be
on the road for eight months of the year, it’s not fair.  I had enough of battering myself and pushing myself.  Triathlon has
been fantastic, it’s allowed me to travel the world and see so much but there comes a point when I just didn’t want to do it
anymore.  In the last 11 years I could count the number of sessions that I missed on two hands, now it doesn’t matter, I had
been in the bubble and it’s nice now to step out of the bubble.’

Not Leaving Triathlon
While he is retiring from the international scene, Bryan told the students that he will still stay involved in triathlon domestically,
though probably not as a competitor.  ‘I don’t think I’ll do any races for a while but maybe if we end up having kids doing
the sport I will get involved, if the old race suit still fits me!  I would definitely like to stay involved to some degree with
mentoring the younger elite athletes. I’ve been doing talks around the country for triathlon clubs and it’s great to see that most
of the clubs I go in to now have youth and junior sections. The sport is still growing and the next generation of high
performance athletes are really promising.’

On hearing the news of Bryan’s retirement, the CEO of Triathlon Ireland, Chris Kitchen said that his departure will be a ‘huge
loss’ to elite triathlon in this country.  ‘Bryan has been a fantastic role model as an elite triathlete, keeping focussed, never giving
up and bouncing back stronger from major setbacks and disappointment, culminating in him achieving his long standing goal
of qualifying for and flying the flag for Ireland at the Olympics.  He joins a very select few who have that accolade and it is
something that can never be taken away.  In all that time Bryan has behaved like a true professional and gentleman.  He has
never forgotten his responsibilities to sponsors, TI or his roots; happily doing a photoshoot or visiting a local club to give a talk.
‘For any young up and coming athlete it would do no harm to look at Bryan and take onboard some of his grit determination
and level headedness to set goals and then go out to achieve them’ said Mr Kitchen.

Bryan addresses the large crowd in the theatre



Thanks
As an elite athlete, Bryan spoke about the role of a back up team of coaches, physiotherapists, masseurs and mechanics in his
success, and wanted to acknowledge the help of his coaches and support team who helped him compete at the highest level
over the past decade.  ‘There are so many people who helped me along the way like my coaches Chris Jones, Tommie Evans;
Mary Dawson and Petra McFadden of the High Performance team in Triathlon Ireland.  My physics Deirdre Burrell and Sarah
Jane McDonnell, my Strength & Conditioning coach Martina McCarthy.  ‘I’d also like to thank Sport Ireland and the Institute
for Sport, the Olympic Council for the solidarity funding that helped me get to the Olympics and of course all of my sponsors
who stood by me over the years.’

In an informative Q&A session that followed his talk, Bryan spoke about his time in school and how many of the lessons he
learned within these four walls has a significant impact on his career as a world class athlete.

All at Pres thank Bryan for his visit and the very informative
lecture he gave.  We wish Bryan all the very best for the future.

(This article is an abridged version of the statement released
by Bryan and Triathlon Ireland on the day of his retirement
announcement, and penned by his brother, Kevin)

Bryan approaches the finishing line for the run at the Rio Olympics 2016

PBC principal Aiden Twomey and Class of 1999 classmate 
David O’Riordan welcome Olympian Bryan Keane back to Pres



Biology Field Trip to Killarney National Park

(l-r) Eoin Burns, Johnny Durcan, Dylan Foley 
and Jack Fennessy-Ryan

(l-r) Dylan O’Callaghan, Alex Keane, Mark Butler and Cian O’Mahony

(l-r) Harry Scannell and Ben Mulcahy

(l-r) Johnny Durcan and Simon Good (l-r) Ross McAuliffe, Seán Jenkins, Barry Connolly 
and Douwe van Sinderen



Graduate News

Des Murphy (Class of 1987)
On leaving Pres in 1987, Des initially went to UCC to study
Arts, but after six months decided to start working at O’Leary
Insurances where he gained the skills needed to become an
insurance specialist. He later joined Pratt Insurances and was
responsible for the set-up of the company’s Russian operation
in 1994.  Des subsequently spent twelve months in Russia,
where he gained experience in international insurance. 
He bought into MBC Insurance in 1999, becoming its
Commercial Director.  MBC has grown and developed hugely
in the last eighteen years with over twenty staff in offices on
the South Mall and in Listowel.  MBC Financial was set up in
2008 and offers the full package of financial planning for both
companies and private individuals.  MBC is a medium sized
boutique commercial brokerage offering a broad portfolio of
insurance products.
Des was elected as President of the Insurance Institute of
Cork in 2002/2003.  He was also one of the founding
members of Broker Federation of Ireland (BFI) and was
National Chairman from 2010 to 2012. BFI turnover went
over e75m this year and he still sits on the board of directors,
He is also a qualified Certified Insurance Practitioner (CIP). 
Rugby is one of Des’ great loves. He won a Schools Junior
Cup in 1984 and a Senior Cup medal in 1987.  After school,
he joined Cork Constitution, playing mainly at Junior and
Minor levels, and winning numerous Munster Cups along the
way.  He retired from playing in 2004 and coached in Con for
several years after that.  Des is currently Director of Juvenile
Rugby in Cork Con and he is really encouraged to see some
great young talent coming through.
He also has a very keen interest in sailing and cycling.  He
lives in Cork with his wife Aoife and 3 children Robyn, Harry
and Jenny.  Hopefully, Harry will become the third generation
of the Murphy family to go to Pres when he starts in
September 2018.

Nigel Fleming (Class of 2002)
If someone told me when I left PBC that my career would
take me around the world consulting on some of the most
expensive properties in the UK, I would have said they were
bonkers! To give you an example I recently acted on the sale
of a 6 bedroomed apartment spread across the 45th-50th
floors of No 1, Blackfriars, London for £120m, complete with
gym, spa, 8-car garage and swimming pool!
After PBC I completed a BSc in Government & Public Policy
at UCC.  In UCC, I won a few Collingwood Cup medals which
I’m sure Mr Twomey will take full credit for! 
On finishing my BSc I joined the family business. Daniel
Fleming Auctioneers is a firm specialising in property sales in
the wider Munster region. Whilst there, I qualified to become
a member of the Irish Professional Auctioneers & Valuers. 
In 2009, I left Cork for London to complete an MSc in
Management. This was a very challenging course, with 180
students from 80 different countries. 
In 2010, I spent two years in a graduate programme with
Motability Operations. Owned by 4 major UK clearing banks,
with assets approaching £4.2bn, Motability is the world's
largest fleet operator. This was a very rewarding and diverse
experience but highlighted that the property sector was
where I saw my longer term career. 
I joined Knight Frank in 2012 and am currently Partner, in
Residential Development. My primary role is to launch and
manage large scale residential developments in London for
some of the biggest property developers in the UK. My role
involves a lot of overseas travels from Russia, to China, HK to
the Middle East and India. At times it has been a tough career
path. The travel side is not always ideal when you are married
with a baby son. Reis is now 8 months old and doing very
well. I am glad to say I have a very supporting wife!  We have
no plans to move back to Cork but the very minute Reis starts
speaking with an English accent – this could all change!  



Barry Kelleher (Class of 2007)
Barry began first year in Pres in 2001, following in the
footsteps of his brother Alex, who had entered the school two
years previously.
Barry played rugby throughout his time in Pres, playing
predominantly at first centre and out-half.  During his time in
the school, he won both the McCarthy Cup in 2002 and the
Senior Cup in 2007 alongside more prominent names such as
Scott Deasy, Peter O’Mahony and Simon Zebo.
Barry was also involved in other sports, such as cricket and
GAA. He also took part in SHARE fundraising while in Pres. 
Upon leaving school, Barry attended UCC and obtained his
degree in Commerce in 2012. In Barry’s third year in
university he attended Salve Regina University, in Newport,
Rhode Island as part of a student exchange programme. 
Subsequent to graduation from UCC, and following a period
of travelling, Barry pursued a career in law, training as a
solicitor in both Dublin and Cork.  He qualified as a solicitor
in 2015 and was admitted to the Roll of Solicitors in 2016.
Barry now works in the Cork firm, Comyn Kelleher Tobin and
is also a council member of the Southern Law Association.
Barry no longer plays rugby, but is a member of the Munster
Association of Referees and officiates at all levels of the game
in Munster.
Barry recently got married and no less than 18 members of his
class of 2007 were in attendance to celebrate with him. 

David O’Mahony (Class of 2010)
David began life in Pres in 2004 and graduated in 2010.
Having thoroughly enjoyed his Accounting classes with Mr
Fergus Healy, he went onto do a BSc in Finance in UCC.  He
now works in PwC in Cork in the Advisory Department and
is currently studying to do the last set of his Chartered
Accountancy Exams. 
David was a part of one of the most successful rugby teams
to have ever gone through the school. This team won every
competition on their way through Pres, from the McCarthy
Cup (2006), Munster Junior Cup (2007), Bowen Shield
(2008) and culminating in a Senior Cup triumph over
Rockwell on a memorable day in Thomond Park in March
2010, on a score of 22-10.  David was Co-captain of this cup
winning side with current Ireland international Niall Scannell.
Some more of David’s highlights from school was
representing Ireland U18s in the Six Nations in Italy and
representing Ireland U19’s against Australia and France. 
After leaving Pres, David spent a season at Cork Con, played
for Munster U20’s in the first ever game in the Aviva Stadium,
and was capped at Ireland U20 level in the 6 Nations that
season against France.  David also spent some time in the
Ulster Academy which culminated in him being capped for
Ulster A in the B&I Cup against Rotherham.
On his return to Cork, David joined Dolphin RFC where he
still plays now.  David has played 84 times in the AIL for
Dolphin and is hoping to join the prestigious 100 Club there
next season. He has also been forwards coach to a number of
Junior Cup teams in Pres since he left the school. 
David was the first of two brothers that attended Pres. His
younger brother, Brian, graduated in 2016 and also had the
honour of captaining the Pres Senior Cup side. 



Ronan Scott Memorial 2017

Captain of the winning team, Jonathan Curley, being presented with the 2017 Ronan Scott Memorial Cup 
by Conor Scott and Willie O’Keeffe  (l-r) Conor Scott, Michael O’Neill, Jonathan Curley, Denis O’Donovan and Willie O’Keeffe.

PBC past pupils, Jonathan Curley, Denis O’Donovan and Michael O’Neill won the 11th staging of the Ronan Scott Memorial
at Lee Valley  GC recently. The competition was played in glorious sunshine and there was some great scoring from the 15 three
man teams involved.   Past pupil and former PBC teacher, Ronan, was fondly remembered at the ‘19th Hole’ after the golf by
his family, father , Declan and brothers, Richard and Conor, and his many friends and former colleagues.  Thanks to all who
played on the day, and special thanks to PBC Principal Aiden Twomey, PBC Games Master Peter Scott and Declan Scott, who
generously sponsored the prizes on offer.  We must also acknowledge the generosity and hospitality of the Keohane family and
all their staff at Lee Valley GC, who have always and continue to pull out all the stops in ensuring a memorable day for all.
WWiilllliiee  OO’’KKeeeeffffee

(l-r) Charlie Haly, Conor Scott and John Shalloe

(l-r) Richard Scott, Eugene Higgins and David Grainger

(l-r) Adrian Hillgrove, Willie O’Keeffe and Enda Ronan

(l-r) Shane Moloney, Ronan Nangle, Phillip Neville 
and Billy Neville (Caddie)



Class 6A of 2017

Class 6B of 2017

Back row (l-r): Patrick Fennell, Patrick Kennelly, Darragh O’Callaghan, Luke Ryan, Paul Kennedy, Kieran Maloney, 
Paul McGlone, Liam O’Connell and Sam McNulty

Middle row (l-r): Ronan O’Driscoll, Eoin O’Flynn, Cian Fitzgerald, Brion O’Sullivan, Oliver Costello, Jack Madden, 
Ben Molloy and Tom Gleeson

Front row (l-r): Eoin Tuohy, Daniel Gallagher, Thomas O’Connor, Conor Walsh, Eoin Winters, Alan O’Keeffe, Andy Liu and Ross O’Brien

Back row (l-r): Kevin Quirke, Timothy Bradley Grattan, Conor Sexton, Caomh Glavin, Bryan O’Connor, Tom Fitzgerald, 
Matthew Hayes and Roshan Baig

Middle row (l-r): Daniel Joyce, Jamie Thornhill, Oscar Dennehy, Tommy Holohan, Leo Cheung, Reggie Kavanagh, 
Andrew O’Riordan and Jack Murray

Front row (l-r): Adam McAuliffe, Conor Burke, Criofan Guilfoyle, Luke Guerin, Ben Carroll, Tony Cusack, Bryan Cotter, 
Peter Sylvester and Seán McCormack



A very fond farewell to our 6th Years of 2017!
We would like to wish all Leaving Certificate students the very best of luck in their Leaving Certificate
and every success throughout their future careers.  We are really proud of them all!

Copies of the Leaving Cert Class of 2017 photograph are available to purchase.  Please visit www.adrianoherlihy.com for more details.





Class 6C of 2017

Class 6D of 2017

Back row (l-r): Ben Cronin, Jack O’Sullivan, Brian Hallissey, Niall McCarthy, Ray Murphy, Ross Howell and Owen O’Sullivan
Middle row (l-r): Rory Duggan, Kevin Morris, Donal Sheehan, Fionnán Cremin, Ruairí Collier, Harry Dillon, Jack Blake and Eoin Downey

Front row (l-r): Gunjeet Ahluwalia, Shane Hill, Fergal O’Brien, Cormac O’Connell, Jack O’Donovan, Mark O’Leary,
Killian Barry and Cillian Hanley

Back row (l-r): Dara McSweeney, Jack Wrixon, James McSweeney, Pierre Mathieu, Matthew O’Meara, Paul Collins, 
Brian Mulcahy and Ben Costigan

Middle row (l-r): David Casey, Cian O’Connor, Jack Murphy, Mark O’Gorman, Kevin Pearse, Criostóir Corkery, Paul Buckley, 
Michael St Leger and Conor McCarthy

Front row (l-r): David Hogan, Brian O’Sullivan, Kieran Nugent, Gary Bradley, Jack Keegan, Jamie Tingle, Shane Hill, Matt Corroon,
Fergal O’Brien and Shane McGrath



Athletics 

(l-r) Alan Sheehan, John Forde, Conor Morey, Colin Doyle, Conor O’Donovan, Daniel Hurley and Craig O’Driscoll.
(Michael Hand and Andrew Geaney O’Brien are missing from the photo)

Results from South Munster Schools Championships, CIT
PBC athletes enjoyed a phenomenal run of success at last week’s South Munster Athletics Championships held at CIT.  In all,
six gold and four silver medals were won the day, the majority of these at Intermediate (U17) grade.  Conor Morey ran an
Intermediate record of 11.25 sec to win the 100m, beating fellow Pres student, Colin Doyle into second place in 11.35 sec.
Colin turned the tables in the 200m, again running an Intermediate record of 22.53 sec, to Conor Morey’s time of 22.82.  John
Forde won gold at the 100m hurdles in 15.93 sec, and silver in the high jump (1.80m).  Two more golds followed from Daniel
Hurley in the long jump (6.07m) and Michael Hand in the javelin, throwing 45.85m.  Later in the day, the 4x100m Relay team
made up of Colin Doyle, Andrew Geaney-O’Brien, Daniel Hurley and Conor Morey won another gold medal for Pres, while
in the Senior (U19) 3000m, 5th Year, Conor O’Donovan ran an excellent race to win a silver medal in a time of 10.19.20. 

The lads deserve huge congratulations for their efforts on the day, and they now look forward with confidence to the Munster
Schools Athletics Championships to be held at the same venue this coming weekend.

Many thanks also to teachers, Seán O’Brien, Alan Sheehan and Craig O’Driscoll who looked after the lads on the day.

DDeenniiss  HHeeggaarrttyy
PBC Sports Co-Ordinator



Cork Senior Football Championship Quarter-Final v Bantry in Clonakilty 27th March 2017
After being knocked out of the Munster Championship in January by eventual winners Dungarvan, PBC resumed action in
the Cork Championship in a match against Bantry without any of our 6th Year players.  On a bright sunny day, Pres played
against the strong wind in the first half. In an early indication of how this game was going to develop, we began a passing
move from defence before Eoin Davis released Simon O'Neill to curl over the opening point after 3 minutes.
Our first goal arrived when Simon soloed through and passed to Joe Duggan who finished to the net with aplomb. On 14
min, Eoin Davis sliced through the Bantry defence to score a goal and we were up 2-1 to 0-2. With James and Adam putting
in a big shift at midfield, we kept the pressure on Bantry.  Our defence had to stay on their toes due to the threat of quick
Bantry attacks backed by the wind. Despite being injured, Cathal Browne found James O Donovan who scored a point from
distance. Cathal was replaced before Brian Lynch lit up the closing minutes of the 1st half with 1-2 to give PBC a lead of 3-8
to 0-5 at half time.

Ronan Twomey scored our first point of the second half, before Joe Duggan crashed a shot off the bar with Jack O’Driscoll
finishing the rebound to the net. The work rate of PBC was highlighted in the 44th min when a great ball was won by Adam
Healy who released Joe Duggan for a point.  The ever alert Karl Walsh made a couple of important saves as Bantry sought
some consolation.  Our defence was on top form led by Bart Daly, James Buckley and Briain Murphy.  Bantry were up against
it.  A late goal by Mike Harte put the icing on a super team performance as PBC won 6-12 to 2-8.

Line Up: Karl Walsh, Eoin Healy, Briain Murphy, Sean Henry Squires; James Buckley, Bart Daly, Rian O’Flynn; James O’Donovan
(0-3, 2f), Adam Healy (0-1); Eoin Davis (2-1), Cathal Browne, Joe Duggan(1-1); Brian Lynch (1-4), Simon O’Neill (0-1), Ronan
Twomey (0-1).
Subs: Ciarán O’Driscoll, Jack O’Driscoll (1-0), Mike Harte (1-0).

Cork Senior Football Championship Semi-Final v Patrician Academy, Mallow in Blarney 5th April 2017
PAM started brightly with a goal inside 2mins. Kieran Maloney opened our scoring with a point followed by the same from
Joe Duggan. On 16mins, James O’Donovan and Kieran combined to allow Brian Lynch score his first point to make it 0-3 to
1-3. Then in the 19th min, Eoin Davis coolly slotted home a penalty which was immediately followed by a Joe Duggan point.
The Pres defence was working hard to limit PAM’s opportunities with Briain Murphy to the fore at full back and Karl Walsh
solid in goal. In injury time, Brian Lynch illustrated our team’s work rate when he won the ball and fed James Buckley who
played in James O’Donovan for a well taken goal to give PBC the lead 3-5 to 1-5 at half time.

Back row (l-r): Enda O’Regan (Coach), John Connaughton (Coach), Briain Murphy, Eoin Healy, Simon Good, Dara O’Callaghan, 
Adam Healy, Conor Walsh, Karl Walsh, Mike Harte, Ronan Twomey, Cathal Browne, Joe Duggan, Séan Henry Squires, 

Jack O’Driscoll, Rian O’Flynn, Simon O’Neill and Caleb Sheehan (Coach).
Front row (l-r): Niall Murphy, Ciarán O’Driscoll, James Buckley, Barth Daly, Kieran Maloney, James O’Donovan (Captain), 

David Hogan, Brian Mulcahy, Paul Kennedy, David Casey, Eoin Davis, Douwe Van Sinderen, Owen O’Sullivan and Cathal Quirke.

Senior Gaelic Football Report



The second half did not start well for us with six points from PAM levelling the scores by the 40th min, 3-5 to 1-11. An
inspirational point from Seán Henry Squires in the 45th min after good approach work from Eoin Healy was the launch pad
for another PBC purple patch. Points followed from Simon O’Neill, Rian O’Flynn (after a peach of a Barth Daly pass) and James
O’Donovan from distance.  When Brian Lynch pointed in the 50th min, we were 3-10 to 1-12 up.  However PAM replied with
1-1. Eoin Davis found the strong running Adam Healy who burst through for a goal after 55 min and when Adam scored
another goal 3 mins later, despite being injured, PBC was ahead by 6 points.

In the last minute of normal time PAM got in for a goal and in very controversial circumstances, PAM were awarded a penalty
in the 4th min of injury time which they scored to level the game, PBC 5-11 to PAM 4-14.

Extra time began with a pointed free from James after he was fouled. James followed this in the 4th min with another free
after Eoin Davis was fouled after a good run. Cathal Browne picked out Brian Lynch whose point gave us a 1 point lead but
PAM finished the half with 1-2 to lead 5-18 to 5-14 at half time in extra time.

PBC summoned the energy for another 10 minutes of action to claw back the lead. There was more controversy with a
disallowed PBC goal but our players kept going with two points from Jack O’Driscoll either side of a free from James
O’Donovan. Ultimately it was not enough as we cruelly lost on a final incredible score-line of 5-18 to 5-17!

Afterwards in a devastated PBC dressing room, school captain James O’Donovan thanked the management team of Caleb
Sheehan, Enda O’Regan and John Connaughton for their input over the year and James felt all the players represented
themselves and PBC in a very positive manner in all six championship matches this season and when it ended our team was
so close to an historic appearance in a final.

Line Up: Karl Walsh, Eoin Healy, Briain Murphy, Seán Henry Squires (0-1); James Buckley, Bart Daly, Rian O’Flynn (0-1); James
O’Donovan (1-5, 3f), Adam Healy (2-0); Eoin Davis (1-1, 1p), Cathal Browne, Kieran Maloney (0-1); Brian Lynch (0-3), Simon
O’Neill (0-1) and Joe Duggan (1-2).
Subs: Ciarán O’Driscoll, Jack O’Driscoll (0-2), Mike Harte and Ronan Twomey.

JJoohhnn  CCoonnnnaauugghhttoonn
PBC Football Coach

Pres 6th Year student, Ross Howell, has been selected to
represent the Cork Minor again hurlers in the coming season.
Douglas clubman, Ross, was a member of the panel last year
along with fellow Pres pupil, Tadhg Deasy.  Ross hopes to be
centrally involved when Cork cross swords with current All-
Ireland Minor Hurling Champions, Tipperary, on June 28th
next. He is looking forward to that challenge immensely, but
first must undergo the rigours of the Leaving Cert before
focussing on hurling.

We wish Ross every success in the Rebel jersey and hope his
season ends with much needed silverware for the county!

Ross Howell

Ross plays for Cork Minor Hurlers again



1st Year
In many ways 1st Year presents the greatest challenge in rugby terms within the school. With nearly 100 participants, many
of whom have never played the game before, the initial focus of the year is on integration and socialisation. This can create
frustration for the experienced player, as initially progress can seem very slow. Getting the balance right, therefore, is a
significant challenge.

Thanks to the careful management of Liam Lynch and Craig O’Driscoll and the selflessness and diligence of the 20-strong team
of volunteer coaches, this year once again saw the players grow and learn week by week through their busy season,
culminating in winning the Clongowes Invitational Tournament.  It is safe to say that the future of PBC rugby is very bright.

McCarthy Cup
The McCarthy Cup competitions continue to be problematic. The competition starts and ends too early and, in our opinion,
in its current format is simply not fit for purpose. Forcing coaches to select Cup teams in September, thereby sacrificing the
opportunity to continue player development, makes the initial part of the season  frustrating for all, not least the players.   To
counter this and the fact that the competition ends pre-Christmas, leaving a massive void for the remainder of the year, it was
decided to take the squad on an end-of-season mini-tour to Wales.

Managers and coaches alike were delighted with the result. Post Christmas training and matches now had real meaning. The
tour itself was a massive success, with all 55 boys playing and some fantastic personal performances from a number of players.
A huge thanks to everyone involved.

Junior Cup
The Junior Cup is a flagship event in the Schools Rugby calendar and all those involved in this year’s campaign can be very
proud of themselves. Having acquitted themselves very well in the Kidney Cup, the much-anticipated Junior Cup did not
disappoint. The squad gave us sparkling rugby, great passion and high drama (which included two replays). And, though the
journey ultimately ended in Semi-Final heartbreak, the way the players, coaches and supporters conducted themselves was a
credit to Pres, to the Munster Junior Schools Cup and, indeed, the very ethos of the game of rugby. The drawn semi-final match
against our old foes CBC was a cracker!  Truly a game that will live long in all our memories.

The victorious PBC Senior Schools Rugby 2017 winners, with Marian Carey Deputy Principal, Aiden Twomey Principal, Coaches Ger Burke
and Brian MacMahon, holding the Br O’Reilly Cup for the Annual match between PBC and CBC, and the Munster Schools Senior Cup

CHAMPIONS 2017



Senior Rugby
Senior Rugby in Pres is made up of three components: the Bowen Shield, the Barry Cup and the Senior Cup. Though they
participate in three separate competitions, the overlap between the three squads in terms of preparation is significant. 

The season started with a development tour to Spain and Portugal which included two memorable victories over the
Portuguese U18 national side.

Once the season proper started, the squads split into their respective groups.  With many Bowen Shield eligible players
featuring in the Senior squad, the Bowen Shield once again provided a great opportunity for player development.  After a slow
start, the team grew in confidence and, under the guidance of Fergus Burke, Owen Mullowney and Ian Lehane, were
eventually unlucky to narrowly lose to Rockwell College in the semi- final.

In the meantime, the Senior side continued on from its summer success, taking notable scalps, including those of Leinster and
Ulster Senior Cup winners Belvedere and RBAI, as they diligently prepared for their Cup campaign. 

In January the Barry Cup team agonisingly lost the Barry Cup Final in an enthralling encounter with CBC.  Rather than being
deflated, the Senior team were buoyed by the heroics of the Barry Cup team and the phenomenal support from within the
school and, indeed, the wider Pres community.  The Cup, it appeared, was finally destined for a return to the Mardyke. 

Playing in horrendous conditions throughout the Cup, this heretofore free-running / free-scoring team had to roll up their
sleeves and go to work.  Under the expert guidance of Brian McMahon, Paul Barr, Ger Burke, Steve Forde, Enda O’Regan and
Marian Carey, no stone was left unturned.  In a dominant campaign where they conceded only one try, the squad was a team
in the truest sense.  Neither the torrential rain nor the gale force winds in Thomond Park on St Patrick’s Day could dampen
the jubilation of the players, their parents, the staff and the huge number of supporters present and, indeed, those following
in all corners of the globe when PBC captain, Jack O’Sullivan, raised the Senior Cup.  It is right and fitting that the Senior Cup
has come home to The Mardyke!

Back row (l-r) Conor Burke, Cian Fitzgerald, Mark McCarthy, David Hyland, Peter Sylvester, Billy Scannell, Tom Fitzgerald, Adam
McAuliffe, Jonathan Wren and Seán French

Front row (l-r) Bryan O’Connor, Paul Buckley, Jack O’Sullivan (captain), Gary Bradley and James Broderick

CHAMPIONS 2017
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Pres 11 Glenstal Abbey 3, Thomond Park

CHAMPIONS 2017

Gary Bradley, James Broderick and Tom Fitzgerald 
have their eyes on the prize...

Captain Josser makes a strong carry!

Paul Buckley bursts past a despairing tackle!

Seán French crashes over to score the only try of the match watched closely by Jonathan Wren and Cian Fitzgerald

Billy Scannell drives the Pres maul forward



CHAMPIONS 2017 Pres 11 Glenstal Abbey 3, Thomond Park

The agony and the ecstacy at the final whistle!

This is what it means to the lads!

Celebrations unconfined, the dream is realised!

Heroes all!
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CHAMPIONS 2017 Pres 11 Glenstal Abbey 3, Thomond Park

Thanks so much for all your help, Coach!

Backroom team (l-r) Enda O’Regan, Ger Burke, Brian MacMahon,
Steve Forde, Dr Tadhg O’Sullivan and Paul Barr

Captain Jack O’Sullivan shows the spoils of victory!

It all means so much to Tom Fitzgerald!



CHAMPIONS 2017 Pres 11 Glenstal Abbey 3, Thomond Park

‘We’re ‘Tation ‘til we die, we’re ‘Tation ‘til we die!’  The huge Pres support roar the lads home!

The long wait is over!

Immortal!

The Pres squad salute their public

A
ll 
ph

ot
os
 c
ou

rt
es
y 
of
 K
ev
in
 M

ur
ph

y



Peter O’Mahony: Pres boy and Lion!
In what was truly a magnificent rugby year for the school and
its past pupils, some other notable achievements include:
� Munster ‘Rugby School-of-the-Year.’
� Cork’s ‘Team-of-the-Month’ for March 
� Eight players selected to represent Munster at U18/19 in 
the Interprovincial Series.  A magnificent achievement.

� Conor O’Flynn captained Munster U19 and is also 
the UCD U20 captain.

� Five of those played for Ireland at International level
� Past pupil Shane Daly was selected for the Irish 7s Squad.
� Cian Bohane captained Munster A to B&I Cup success with
Brian Scott, Kevin O’Byrne and John Poland all picking 
up winners’ medals.  Well done lads!

� Simon Zebo became Munster’s all-time top try scorer, 
passing former Pres great Anthony Horgan in the process!
We look forward to him adding greatly to this total in the 
seasons ahead.  Bravo Simon!

� Rory and Niall Scannell were both called into the Ireland 
Senior Squad.  Niall won his first cap versus Italy in Rome.
It’s surely only a matter of time before Rory follows Niall to
win his first cap.

� Peter O’Mahony captained Munster to another European 
Cup semi-final and deservedly got selected for the British &
Irish Lions.  A brilliant achievement.  All at Pres wish Peter 
every success in New Zealand this summer.  

Congratulations from all at PBC to the current and past pupils on all of these achievements.  Very well done lads!

CHAMPIONS 2017

Niall Scannell making his debut in Rome versus Italy 
in the RBS 6 Nations Championship

Rory Scannell

Peter O’Mahony



PBC - Munster Senior Schools Cup Winners 1987 

Ireland U18 Schools Ireland U19s

CHAMPIONS 2017

Members of the victorious Pres team of 1987 on a recent visit to the school to celebrate the 30th Anniversary 
of the famous 29 - 0 win over St Enda’s, Limerick with coach Noel Murphy and captain Ken O’Connell holding the trophy

Bryan O’Connor and Jack O’SullivanBilly Scannell, Seán French and Jonathan Wren

As there are too many individuals to mention, on behalf of PBC Rugby, I wish to thank every coach, player, cheerleader,
parent, staff member, board member, trustee, supporter and sponsor for your hugely valued contribution to what has been
a magnificent year for us. Without you, none of this would be possible.  Thanks again!
PPeetteerr  SSccootttt
Rugby Games Master

Pres Gazette is hugely grateful to Pres parent Kevin Murphy for supplying all the superb rugby photos from the historic Senior
Schools Cup Final in Thomond Park.  We appreciate and sincerely thank him for the work he puts into his sports photography.
DDoonn  BBuucckklleeyy
Editor



Pres past pupils help Munster A win B&I Cup

The Bradleys and the O’Donovans keep it in the family tradition

CHAMPIONS 2017

Exemplifying the never say die attitude that one associates with Munster, a Munster ‘A’ side, captained by Pres past pupil, Cian
Bohane, overcame an eighteen point deficit to secure their second British & Irish Cup title in April.  The title was won on a 29-
28 scoreline against Jersey Reds, in a game that will live long in the memory for those in Musgrave Park that evening.
In all, four Pres past pupils were involved in a superb Munster squad, John Poland, Kevin O’Byrne, Brian Scott and proud team
captain, Cian Bohane, who was playing his last game of professional rugby.  A great achievement for all the lads!
Photo shows the victorious Munster A squad celebrate after their win, team captain Cian Bohane is holding the trophy, while
scrum half John Poland is front left.

Austin, Gary and Michael Bradley
1948, 2017 and 1981 Senior Cup Winners

Sam and Gary O’Donovan 
2017 and 1987 Schools Cup Winners



Sailing Report

Back row (l-r) Michael Carroll, James McCann, James Hassett, David Carroll, Conor Walsh and Billy Dwane
Front row (l-r): Harry O’Connell, Charlie Moloney, Johnny Durcan, Harry Durcan and Peter Hyland

Photo shows (l-r) Peter McCann, Conor Walsh, Harry O’Connell, 
Peter Hyland, Harry Durcan and Johnny Durcan (Captain)

This year saw two Pres Sailing teams head to Schull to take part in the Munster Schools Team Racing Championships on the
31st March.  We were greeted by a light wind day and sunny skies.  The racing began with two seeded leagues of seven teams
each, to split teams into the Gold league and Silver League. 

Both Pres teams topped their respective leagues and headed into the Gold League.  PBC 2 managed to win four out of six
races in the Gold League and finished in third place overall.  PBC 1 were able to sail that bit faster and made fewer mistakes,
allowing to win all six of their races and retain the 2017 Munster Schools Team Racing Championship.  

Both teams now qualify for the Schools National Championships to be held in September, once we come back to school.  For
the record, Pres now hold the Munster Championship, National Championship and the International Schools Championship!
A magnificent achievement for the club.

All of us would like to thank Mr Denis Hegarty
once again for all the time he puts into
organising everything for us.  It's very much
appreciated by all the sailers!  Four Pres students
will now take part in the World Championships
this summer and we wish them all the very best
of luck.

HHaarrrryy  DDuurrccaann  
5th Year



This final was played at a scorching pace and was the highest scoring schools league game on record!  Seán Jenkins held top
spot for most points scored in All-Ireland Basketball League competition with an average of 32 points per game!  Coláiste
Choilm, having lost in the All-Ireland Cup Final in February, entered this game as hot favourites and they proved that by
scoring over 100 points.  Pres finished the game on 78 points which would have won any other game at U19 level this season. 
The game started like a bolt of lightning with both teams trading baskets and only two points between the teams at the end
of the first quarter, Pres narrowly ahead.  Four minutes into the second quarter, Seán Murphy, the Pres coach was forced into
a timeout to try and halt Ballincollig from shooting the lights out from the three point area.  Pres changed to a box on one
defence and that paid dividends until the last two minutes of the quarter when Ballincollig ran successive fast breaks after
missed baskets by Pres.  Coláiste Choilm went in at halftime 16 points ahead.
In the second half, Pres needed to take control of the pace of the game. Ciarán Fitzgerald, who had his best game ever for
Pres, nailed two three pointers from down town to bring life back into his team.  Cillian McNamara, Davie Scott, Andrew
O’Connor and David Murray responded by putting pressure on the Ballincollig shooters, but Pres failed to put enough scores
on the board to reduce the deficit before the end of the third quarter.
Pres put on a full court man to man press at the start of the last quarter with Tom Bornemann and William O’Connor forcing
two turnovers and scoring great baskets on the resulting fast break, but alas to no avail Coláiste Choilm finished the game
deserving winners on a scoreline of 102-78.
Pres unfortunately, did not play to their full potential on the day.  We were unfortunate that the final had to be played on the
first Thursday after mid-term, meaning that we could not train during the full mid-term period due to players being on Irish
International training, school tours and family holidays.  Also some solace can be taken from the fact that our entire squad is
eligible for this grade again next year.  Lest we forget what this group of players have achieved during their time in Pres:
2013 1st Year A Cork and All-Ireland League Champions
2014 2nd Year A All-Ireland League Champions
2015 U16A Cork Champions. U16A All-Ireland Runners up

U16A Mercy Mounthawk, Tralee Champions
2016 U16A  Cork Champions, U19A All-Ireland Semi-Finalist

Thank you to Don Buckley, David O’Riordan and all the pupils who travelled to Dublin to support us.  You inspired us when
things did not go our way and like all good Pres sports teams we will be back.  It was also a great boost to us to know that
the game had been screened into the school.  A special thank you to principal Mr Aiden Twomey and all the staff of Pres who
made this possible and are always greatly supportive of the Pres Basketball programme.

SSeeáánn  MMuurrpphhyy
PBC Basketball Coach    

Pres beaten in the All-Ireland U19A Basketball League Final

Photo shows the defeated Pres team from the All-Ireland U19A Basketball League Final
Back row (l-r): Seán Murphy (Coach), Seán Jenkins, David Murray, William O’Connor and Andrew O’Connor

Front row (l-r): Cillian McNamara, Davie Scott, Ciarán Fitzgerald and Tom Bornemann



Basketball Internationals

A brilliant basket under pressure from Ciarán Fitzgerald 

(l-r) Seán Jenkins and David Murray have been selected 
to represent Ireland at the U18 and U17 European Basketball

Championships respectively this coming summer

The Pres support in full voice at the National Basketball Arena

The lads going through their warm ups before tip-off



After a long period of winter training and after a number of ‘Head-of-the-River’ competitions, the regatta season is just
beginning and will see the various crews representing their school up and down the country for the next few months.  The
senior rowers also got to experience a high performance training camp when they stayed at the Australian Institute of Sports
European Training Centre in Varese Italy over the Easter holidays.  This year has seen our biggest ever number of rowers
representing their school and the biggest number of 1st Years taking up the sport.  All of this bodes very well for the future
of the sport in Pres.

Cork Head-of-the-River, February 2017
Cork Head of the River was held on the Marina and once again proved a very successful event for the Pres rowers. The schools
crews won the J16 Eight, the J16 Four, the J15 Eight and the Club Four events. The athletes then had the added bonus of
having their prizes presented by Olympians Gary O’ Donovan and Sanita Purspure. 

St Michael’s Head-of-the-River, March 2017
This rescheduled event, held in O’Brien’s Bridge, was another successful day for the school with lots of racing and strong
performances but had the added distinction of our 1st Years taking part in their first competitive event.  The selected crews
performed very well and the experience gained will stand to them in the years ahead.

Skibbereen Regatta - April 2017
This was the first regatta of the rowing season and was a good way to prepare our student athletes for their training camp in
Italy.  There was two full days of racing with strong performances in the J16 Eight, winning the B Final in their category, and
the J16 Four (Second place). Again our 1st Years got their first taste of regatta racing with three 1st Year quads entered for
the event.

Easter Training Camp, Gavirate, Italy
22 Pres students travelled to Italy over their Easter holidays for an intensive training camp.  They stayed at the Australian
Institute’s European Training Centre in Gavirate.  This is a high performance centre used by the Australian international rowing
crews and cyclists when competing in Europe.  The students completed up-to three training sessions per day, both on the water
and in the gym at the centre.  In their down time used the facilities study zones to prepare for their upcoming state exams!
All students benefited hugely from the experience and it is one that will help prepare them for the upcoming season and
seasons ahead. 

Pres rowing goes from strength to strength

Pres rowers who took part in an intensive training camp pictured at the Australian Institute’s European Training Centre, Gavirate, Italy



The Pres J16 Four going through their paces in Gavirate, Italy

(l-r) David Higgins, Tom Murphy, Alan O'Keeffe and Patrick Kennelly 16 Second Eight training on Lake Varese, Italy

J16 First Eight working hard during their training camp



Rowing Report (cont’d)

This was the school’s largest entry to date in this event and the day produced some memorable races most notably the Schools
Senior Eight event.  This is the blue riband event in Irish rowing and our crew put in a superb performance to finish superbly
in silver medal position!  The result was even more impressive when you consider that three of this crew were made up of 3rd
Year rowers.  St Josephs from Galway finished in first place and a tightly contested fight for second saw Pres ‘pip’ Coláiste
Iognáid, Galway to the line with CBC Cork finishing further back in fourth position. 

Moving forward, the regatta season will continue right through the summer for some culminating in the Irish Championships
from 14th-17th July at the NRC, Farran Woods.

Finally I would like to thank all the coaches, athletes, their parents, the school staff and all our supporters for their continued
support and wish all the rowers well for the rest of the  season as they continue to represent Pres into the summer months. 

FFrraann  KKeeaannee
Head Coach

Pres rowers who took part in the St Michael’s Head-of-the-River in Limerick

Sam Crean, Cormac O’Connell and Peter Higgins accepting their prizes from Olympians Sanita Purspure and Gary O'Donovan 
at the Cork Head-of-the-River



The Pres Senior and Junior Rowing Squads 2016 / ‘17 with Fran Keane, Head Coach

Back row (l-r): Emmet Ahern, Brian Sweeney, Chris Sweeney, Adam O’Callaghan, Conor Power, Sean Ó Coileain, Seán Condon.  
Middle row (l-r): Cormac O’Connell (Asst Coach), Kieran MacCarthy, Zach Dineen, Callum O’Brien, Matthew Kingston, Gavin Keane, 

Max Barrett, Diarmuid O’Connor, Alan O’Keeffe (Asst Coach) and Cathy Hennessy (Coach)
Front row (l-r): Mark Fitzgibbon, Jack Quinlan, Stephen O’Mahony, Ethan Navarro, James Cuddigan, Joachim O’Driscoll, 

Andrew O’ Brien, Rory Buckley and Luke Henson

‘Get Going, Get Rowing Programme’ certificate winners

Very large membership of Presentation College RC



Soccer Report

1st Year Soccer
This year has seen a continuation of our recent successes on the field in the 1st Year Cork Cup competition.  Our 1st Year team
is still in competition, and has advanced to the semi-final stage of the Cup, where we will play Skibbereen.  The campaign
began with a 4 -3 pre-season defeat away to Coláiste Iognáid Rís, Deerpark, against a mix of their  U14 players across 1st
and 2nd Year.   Adam Twomey announced his arrival with an early two goal salvo, and Dane Nagle got the third following
Ethan Giltinan’s dubiously disallowed strike.  This was followed up with a 4-1 victory against Mayfield with goals from Matthew
Clarkson, Ethan Giltinan, Aidan Barry and Doug Healy. 

On the competitive front, PBC ran out winners in their first round fixture with a resounding 6-2 victory against Kinsale
Community School.  Two goals from Adam Twomey were added to by Kyle O’Flynn Long, Jake Lynch, Ethan Giltinan and
Aidan Barry.  Coláiste an Chraoibhín, Fermoy were up next for PBC, who secured a hard fought 3-1 victory.   A penalty from
Giltinan put Pres in the lead before the Fermoy side levelled.  Pres regained the lead through an own goal in the second half
and Eddie Roche Kenneally secured the win with a superb 35 yard screamer late in the second half to put the gloss on his Man-
of-the-Match performance.  

Ashton provided the opposition at the quarter final stage, and in an exceptionally tight game it took a moment of pure magic
from Ethan Giltinan to settle the 1-0 victory, lobbing the opposing keeper following an incredible through ball from Eddie Roche
Kenneally once more.  A first clean sheet of the campaign was also hard earned here, with superb displays from our defence
and in particular, goalkeeper Alex McAllen.  This talented young team have a bright future ahead of them with their great blend
of talent and endeavour.  Well done lads!

SShhaannee  TTwwoommeeyy  
Coach

1st Year Soccer Squad 2017
Back row (l-r): Donal Ryan (Coach), Matthew Clarkson, Jake Lynch, Adam Twomey, Kyle O’Flynn-Long, Alex McAllen, 

Danny Sheehan, Doug Healy, Tom Kelly, Tim Ryan, Christian Daly and Shane Twomey (Coach).
Front row (l-r): Ethan Giltinan, Aidan Keane, Eddie Roche-Kenneally, Ben Dalton, Ivor Dennehy (Captain), Jack Hallissey, 

Niall Lynch, Aidan Barry and David Egan.



U15 Soccer
Having endured the huge disappointment of exiting the Munster U15 Cup at the quarter-final stage to CBS Carrick-on-Suir,
the squad eagerly looked forward to the Cork Cup as a means of getting something from the season.  Drawn away against
Coláiste Mhuire, Crosshaven, in a game played in late February, Pres started sluggishly on a heavy pitch and playing against
the gale force wind.  They found themselves 2-0 down at half time to an increasingly confident Crosshaven side.

Some home truths were pointed out in the half time team talk, and Pres came out fighting in the second half, immediately
going on the attack.  Two goals, one from midfielder, Mel Deasy, and another from right back Colin O’Brien, drew Pres level
and bringing the game into extra time.  Pres were now completely dominant and their efforts were rewarded with a thirty yard
screamer from Gavin Marshall to win a great tie, having come back from the dead at half time!

The quarter-final was played in Corinthians’ Park against Coláiste Choilm after the Easter break and was a superb contest.  The
lead switched back and forth throughout, with Pres leading narrowly 3-2 entering the final minute.  Agonisingly, a Coláiste
Choilm equaliser brought the game to extra time yet again.  Thankfully Pres, again, showed their class and were superior for
most of the additional period and were rewarded with a great winning goal from Shane Cotter, to prevail 4-3 and advance
to the semi-finals.

The semi-final will be played in the coming weeks against Douglas Community School, and all the indications are that another
thrilling encounter will ensue. 

We wish the lads every success again Douglas Comm!

KKaarrll  SSwweeeenneeyy
U15 Coach

U17 Soccer
Our U17 campaign began this year with an away tie in the Munster Schools Cup against Patrician Academy, Mallow.  Our
poor start to the game nearly cost us as we were trailing 2-1 at half time.  James Falvey sparked the comeback with a goal
early in the second half, and he went on to finish the game with an excellently taken hat-trick. Rian O’Flynn also got a
contender for Goal-of-the-Season with a spectacular volley from distance!

The next round brought a home tie against Davis College which saw us advance on a 1-0 scoreline, thanks to a Douwe van
Sinderen (DVS) goal.  The winning margin might appear tight but given our overall superiority in the day, the scoreline more
than flattered Davis College.

In the Quarter Final, unfortunately we were unlucky to lose out to a strong Rochestown College team 1-0, a squad who went
on to win the Munster and All Ireland U17 titles!  The margins at this level are tiny.  We had plenty of chances to win the game
and I think Rochestown would have considered themselves extremely lucky to have progressed, as James Falvey struck the
crossbar with an exquisite acrobatic effort in the game’s dying minutes.



Pres U17 Soccer Squad
Back row (l-r): Cormac O’Flynn, Jimmy Duggan, Conor O’Neill, Robert Geaney O’Brien, Briain Murphy, 

Brian Lynch, Joseph Cregan, David Hyde and Jack O’Driscoll
Middle row (l-r): Mr Seán O’Brien (coach), Rian O’Flynn, Michael Hand, Seán Egan, Douwe van Sinderen, 

Jack O’Sullivan, Mark Murphy, Nicky Quinlan, Cian Morgan, Alex Kendellen and Mr David O’Riodan (Coach)
Front row (l-r): David Busher, Misha O’Flynn, George Hickey, Sam Gallagher, Darragh Murphy, Cillian Martin, 

Cathal Quirke, Peter Hyde and James Falvey (David Sahm is missing from the photo)

Soccer Report (cont’d)

Cork U17 Cup
As a team we had to pick ourselves up from the Munster Cup disappointment and play Bantry away in the Cork Cup first round
the following week. Thankfully Cillian Martin kept us in the game with a number of superb saves.  However, he could do
nothing to prevent Bantry going ahead with only 10 minutes left in the game.

Football is indeed a funny game, the team we couldn’t break down for 70 minutes suddenly opened up once they scored.
From the kick-off, Falvey ran forward and stroked an unorthodox toe-poke into the bottom corner of the net.  Extra-time was
needed to find a winner between the two teams and DVS stepped up to smartly drive a low free-kick under the wall and past
the unsuspecting Bantry ‘keeper to make the final score 2-1. 

Next up was a home tie against Deerpark CBS where we strolled to a 3-0 victory.  Following Deerpark came a comfortable
quarter-final tie against Mayfield Community School, with the final scoreline ending at 7-2.  Darragh Murphy made his sole
appearance of the season as the game came to its close so we could benefit from his exquisite hold-up play.

Next was the Semi Final where we drew Douglas Community School.  We always knew they were going to be a far superior
team to our quarter-final opposition.  Douglas started well and only for a few brilliant Alex Kendellen stops we could have
found ourselves trailing.  Well done again Alex.  DVS opened the scoring with a fantastic breakaway goal orchestrated by
Robert Geaney O’Brien, who was superb throughout. 

Shortly after half-time, Robert scored a fantastic goal leaving the centre-half for dead as he rolled him with ease before
dispatching the ball under their ‘keeper.  Douglas, however, fought their way back into the game with a headed goal from a
corner.  However this comeback was cut short when Robert Geaney O’Brien scored a replica of his first goal rolling the
defender before unleashing a strike into the bottom corner. The game finished at 3-1, sending us into a final against either
CBC or Ballincollig Community School.
SSaamm  GGaallllaagghheerr
4th Year



Past pupils help UCC win the Collingwood Cup 

Past pupils, Rob Lynch, Charlie Bornemann and David Dalton were part of the UCC Senior Soccer squad that won the
Collingwood Cup in Dublin in February, beating favourites, UCD, 2-1 in a cracking final.  Five days later, the same sides
clashed in the Universities League final, but this time unfortunately, UCC were on the wrong end of a 4-1 scoreline.  The lads
still have much to play for however, as UCC presently top the MSL Premier Division table with only one game to play.  All at
Pres are delighted to see our past pupils progressing so well, and wish them the best of luck in their quest for the league title.

U19 Soccer
The U19 campaign opened before Christmas with huge
expectation given the fantastic achievements of the last two
years. With the majority of last year’s team back we made it
comfortably out of the group.  However, we were unlucky to
lose to eventual All-Ireland winners Rochestown College in
the Quarter-final of the Munster Cup in February by the
narrowest of margins.  On the Cork Cup front, we were again
unlucky to lose to Spioraid Naoimh in the semi-final.  On both
occasions there really was just a bounce of ball in it.  We did
not reach the heights of the previous two campaigns but the
football on show was of the highest calibre and a pleasure to
watch.

To our 6th Years, we would like to sincerely thank you for
your outstanding contribution to Pres soccer and for giving us
two Munster Cups and our first All-Ireland final.  You really
gave us some great moments down the years!  We also wish
you all the very best in your future endeavours, both on the
pitch and in your careers.  Well done lads!

JJoohhnn  MMuullllaarrkkeeyy
U19 Coach

Pres boys help Avondale win the league

Three Pres students were on the Avondale United U19 squad 
that won the Munster Senior League U19 Premier League title
recently, Tom Fitzgerald, Owen O'Sullivan and David Hogan.
Photo shows (l-r) Tom Fitzgerald and Owen O'Sullivan 

with the U19 Premier League trophy.

(l-r):  Charlie Bornemann, David Dalton and Rob Lynch



During the recent Irish Senior Schools Swimming Championships held in the National Aquatic Centre, the PBC relay team,
consisting of Neddie Irwin, John Curtin, Paul Higgins and David Carroll competed in the morning session.  They completely
outclassed the competition and romped home in style, winning both the 4 x 50m Freestyle Relay in 1.52 and the 4 x 50m
Individual Medley in 2.06.  Well done lads!

In the afternoon session, Ross McAuliffe won gold for Pres and Munster in the 100m Backstroke in the 17-19 age group, in
a time of 59.21.  Yet another fantastic performance from Ross.  Bravo!

Other outstanding performances on the day included:
Neddie Irwin Bronze 100 Backstroke 13-14 age group 1.06:17
Paul Higgins Bronze 100 Freestyle 13-14 age group 1.00:00  (Paul also came fourth in the 100m Butterfly)

Thanks to the dedication of all our swimmers especially during the early morning sessions in the pool for 5.30am, PBC
Swimming has been put back on the Irish school swimming map.  These boys are a true credit to their parents, coaches and
their school.  I would also like to extend special thanks to Diarmuid McAuliffe, Nora Irwin, Deirdre Sheehan, PBC Principal Mr
Aiden Twomey, former Principal Mr Ken Whyte and in previous years, past pupil and parent, Mr Brian Clifford, for all his help
and encouragement with swimming in PBC.

BBrriiaann  CCaasseeyy
PBC Swimming Coach

Swimming Report

Photo shows (l-r) David Carroll, John Curtin, Neddie Irwin, Paul Higgins and Ross McAuliffe



Great success for Open Water swimmer Cian Harley
I began open water swimming in 2014, having just begun regular early
morning swimming sessions.  At that point, the idea of jumping into the
freezing River Lee did not appeal to me at all, to say the least.  Being only
fourteen years of age, it was initially quite daunting; looking around at the
various cliques of aged open water swimmers, all at loggerheads,
representing their various clubs and local areas.

In the summer of last year however, I was placed third overall in the River
Lee Swim and second overall in the Sandycove Island Challenge!  I almost
felt bad afterwards. Three U18 competitors, all from the same swimming
club, took the experienced open water swimmers by storm, and actually
beating these experienced swimmers that I had once been so overwhelmed
by.

My achievements in open water have now given me more confidence as a
pool swimmer and they have inspired me to keep committing totally to
something that I have put serious amount of effort into. Despite placing
behind two swimmers of my own age, I hope to train harder in the short
term, so maybe that sometime soon I could be first out of the water.

CCiiaann  HHaarrlleeyy
5th Year 

James competes in Equestrian Games

3rd Year student, James Costello, recently represented Pres in
the Munster Schools Equestrian Championships. He is
pictured here with his horse, Coco.  Well done James!



The cricket season has started well for Pres!

PBC Cricket Team
Back row (l-r): Diarmuid Carey, Harry Scannell, Petrick Campbell, Robert O’Brien, Hamza Idrees, Nicholas Kelleher, 

Farzaan Zugquernain and Ross Durity (Coach)
Front row (l-r): Rioghan O’Sullivan, Max Egan, Daud Idrees, Arbaz Kahn and Ashiq Rahman

Photo shows Diarmuid Carey and Harry Scannell opening the batting against Bandon Grammar in the Munster Schools T20 Trophy



After months of indoor preparation, the cricket season proper began in earnest with a Munster Schools T20 game against
Midleton College on April 26 last in the splendid surroundings of Cork County CC on the Mardyke. A very young PBC side,
backboned by Cork County stalwarts, Brain Kelleher and Diarmuid Carey, won the toss and put Midleton in to bat. The east
Cork school made 114/5 from their 20 overs, with wickets from Rioghan O’Sullivan, Hamza Idrees (2) and Diarmuid Carey
(2). Pres reached this total after 11 overs with opener Diarmuid Carey top scoring on 49 and PBC captain, Brian Kelleher, hitting
29.

Next up in this round robin competition were Cork Combined Schools, who put Pres in to bat first. Their total of 114/7 was
spearheaded by Diarmuid Carey, who was consistency personified in scoring 51 and by 5th Year student, Harry Scannell, who
scored 16. Cork Combined reached this total with 10 balls left, anchored by a superb knock of 73 from St Colman’s, Midleton
student, Kieran O’Reilly.

That defeat meant that the fixture against Bandon Grammar on May 10 was a must win if Pres were to have any hope of
retaining a title they had won in the previous two years. Again, Pres won the toss and stand in captain, Diarmuid Carey,
elected to bat. This proved to be an inspired decision, with Diarmuid and fellow opener, Harry Scannell, taking the fight to
the Bandon bowling attack. Diarmuid was in scintillating form, going on to score an unbeaten 103, as Pres made 157/2 from
their 20 overs. Bandon tried hard but fell 15 runs short of the required target after their innings.

Pres’ future in the competition now depends on next week’s game with CBC, a match which will also see the Galty Cup
played for. If Pres can avoid defeat in this one, they will qualify for the final against Cork Combined Schools, who can boast
an unbeaten record thus far in the competition.

Footnote: All at PBC Cricket send very best wishes for a speedy recovery to skipper, Brian Kelleher, who, unfortunately has
been sidelined by injury for the remainder of the season.

Bandon Grammar’s fast bowler makes a delivery towards PBC opener Harry Scannell in the Munster Schools T20 Trophy



Diarmuid Carey

Transition Year student, Diarmuid Carey, had two significant
achievements recently.  Over the Easter holidays, Diarmuid,
representing Cork County CC, along with Limerick CC player,
Kaasim Alam, was selected by Munster to travel to the MCC
at Lords for specialist coaching from MCC coaches. 

In Pres colours, Diarmuid’s batting has been a revelation this
season, scoring 49, 51 in successive T20 games, and
culminating in a superlative 103 not out versus Bandon
Grammar on May 9th last. 

All local cricket fans are agreed that Diarmuid has a very
bright future in the game.  We look forward to a lot more
success for Pres cricket with Diarmuid in the form of his life
lately!

Diarmuid receives specialist cricket coaching at Lords

The cricket season has started well for Pres!

Pres go through their warm ups before their T20 match against Bandon Grammer at The Mardyke.
Photo shows (l-r) Nicholas Kelleher, Gamza Idrees, Daud Idrees and Rioghan O’Sullivan



Brother Patrick Terence Hurley of Presentation Brothers,
Killarney, Co. Kerry died peacefully in Killarney Community
Hospital, Killarney, Co. Kerry at 06.00pm on Thursday, 20th
October, 2016. 

Brother Terence was born to John and Joan (McGillicuddy)
Hurley in Lyreacarn, Gneeveguilla, Co. Kerry on 15th July
1938. He entered the Presentation Brothers at Mount St
Joseph, Cork in 1954. He made his First Profession of Vows in
1956 and his Final Profession in 1959. 

He is survived by his brothers, Con and Michael (Brother
Walter FPM); his sister Kate (Sister Genevieve RSM); sister-in-
law, Kathleen; nephews, John and Tim; nieces, Mary, Siobhán
and Catherine; grandnephews and grandnieces; relatives and
friends; and his Presentation Brothers Community. He was
preceded in death by his parents and his brother, Dan. 

Brother Terence was educated at Gneeveguilla National
School, Gneeveguilla, Co. Kerry; Coláiste Muire, Douglas
Road, Cork; St. Teresa’s College, Passage West, Co. Cork;
University College, Cork and Trinity College, Dublin. He taught
at St Joseph’s School, Mardyke; Coláiste Chríost Rí, Cork;
Presentation Brothers College, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co
Leitrim; Presentation College, Bray, Co. Wicklow; St Brendan’s Community School, Birr, Co Offaly; Presentation Brothers
College, Cork and Meánscoil na Toirbhirte, Milltown, Co. Kerry. He served as Principal at Marymount College, Carrick-on-
Shannon; Presentation College, Bray; Presentation Brothers College, Cork; Presentation Brothers College, Glasthule and
Presentation College, Reading, England. He retired from teaching in 2002. 
Brother Terence was a member of the Irish Provincial Council (1977-1981) and a member of the General Council (1981-
1987). He served as Congregation Bursar (2005-2016). He also served as Community Leader of several Brothers’ Communities
in Ireland. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam cróga. 

In Memoriam taken from the Presentation Order website:

‘Br Terence Patrick Hurley was the first principal when Pres opened the new school in 1985.  As a principal, he was highly
efficient; a superb organiser, and an expert at financial budgeting.  He was responsible for planting trees of trees around the
periphery of the green area in Pres.

Rowing was very strong in Pres at the beginning of the 20th Century but had declined over the years.  Terence spent ten years
in Carrick-On-Shannon where rowing was, and continues to be, very strong.  He re-introduced rowing into Pres during his
tenure as principal.  Pres is now one of the best and most successful schools at rowing in the country.  Terence is fondly
remembered for his many achievements in Pres.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam lách.’

PPJJ  OO’’FFllyynnnn  ((BBrr..  TTiimm))

In Memoriam: Brother Patrick Terence Hurley FPM (1938-2016)

The late Br Terence Hurley FPM, former principal of PBC Cork



How can one describe Paddy Attridge in a few sentences?  Virtually impossible….but we’ll give it a try.  A true Pres legend,
a proud Pres boy since his earliest days, a loyal and steadfast teammate and friend, later a devoted husband to Eileen and even
prouder father to Pat, Margaret, Mary and Elaine, a rugby traditionalist in the very best sense of that phrase, and a man who
devoted huge swathes of his spare time towards enhancing the sporting lives of generations of Pres pupils.

Paddy grew up in Wallace’s Avenue in Ballinlough, and went to Pres Primary, moving on to the secondary school in 1949.
He was part of the winning Senior Cup side of 1953-54, and after leaving Pres, he joined Sundays Well RFC, where he played
eleven years as a prop forward.  After his playing career ended, Paddy remained active in rugby, refereeing for many years
and later serving as President of the Munster Association of Referees. 

In his working life, Paddy also had a varied career path.  His first foray into the working world came in insurance, where he
worked in Cork and later in the British protectorate of Aden, now part of the Republic of Yemen.  Subsequently, Paddy
changed tack, and worked for a company that supplied materials for bakeries and confectionary shops.

Paddy’s arrival in Pres in the mid 1980s as a forwards coach marked another new departure in Paddy’s life, returning to his
alma mater after a gap of many years.  Indeed, one can only marvel at the sheer breadth of the rugby achievements achieved
by Paddy and his friend and coaching collaborator, Declan Kidney, over 14 years at both Junior and Senior levels.  The fact
that Paddy, together with Michael Bradley, went on to coach another victorious Pres Senior Cup team in 1996, serves only
to reinforce the notion that this was truly a halcyon era for Pres Rugby.

Those that knew Paddy well were aware of the immense pride he took in his children’s lives and achievements.  It is very
obvious that their father’s love of sport inevitably rubbed off on Pat, Mary, Margaret and Elaine.  All four of Paddy’s children
have distinguished themselves in different areas of sporting endeavour. 

Pat, the eldest, played rugby with Pres winning Junior, Bowen Shield and Senior Cup medals, and went on to play both rugby
and soccer at senior level in UCC.  Margaret played Munster U18 hockey, then Junior and Senior hockey for UCC, where she
won a Chilean Cup (Women’s Intervarsities) as captain in her final year.  She also won the Womens Inter-varsities Soccer with
UCC.  After college, Margaret went on to play with and captain Belvedere Hockey Club.  Her daughter Aoife, is also an
accomplished hockey player like her mother, and is now playing hockey with UCC.  Margaret’s eldest son, Michael, played
rugby at all levels in Pres and later went on to play for Sunday’s Well, following in the same footsteps as his grandfather.

Paddy Attridge RIP (17th March 1936 - 28th January 2017)

The PBC Munster Senior Schools Cup winners 1995, coached by Declan Kidney and Paddy Attridge, 
captained by Ronan O’Gara, and also including future internationals Peter Stringer and Mick O’Driscoll



Mary played hockey with Belvedere and the Munster Junior team (on the same team as Margaret) and later, she was also a
successful U16 Cup winning coach with Cork Harlequins.  Mary’s daughter Enya, continues the family’s sporting prowess,
currently playing Munster and Irish U16 hockey and recently playing in the semi-final of the Senior National League for Cork
Harlequins, at the tender age of 15.  The youngest Attridge girl, Elaine, played U16 and U18 hockey with Munster, and went
on to win the Munster Senior Cup with UCC and captain them in her final year.  She now coaches her own daughters, Áine
and Ailish, who play under age hockey in Greystones, Co Wicklow.  Elaine’s eldest son, Donal, has also continued in the
family’s rugby tradition, lining out at underage level with Greystones RFC.

All four of the Attridge siblings have made a similar observation about their father, that they followed in their dad’s footsteps
with the instilled belief that it was more to do with the competing and enjoyment, first and foremost, than the winning that
sometimes followed.  It was perhaps fitting then, that the last match Paddy attended, was in Wilton watching his two
grandsons, Patrick Carey and Rían O’Donoghue, the next generation, play against each other for the Paddy Attridge Cup, a
memorable family occasion that he thoroughly enjoyed.

Paddy’s passing in late January shocked his many friends, and not least his family.  What everyone can take solace from when
discussing Paddy however, is recognising a life well lived, a life that was dedicated, certainly from a Pres perspective, towards
encouraging young people to achieve their full potential.  Legions of Pres players owe an enormous debt of gratitude to
‘Paddy A’ for grounding them in principles he himself embraced and cherished, hard work, selflessness, personal responsibility
and above all, relishing every challenge, sporting or otherwise, that comes your way.

Ní bheidh a leithéid ann arís!

DDoonn  BBuucckklleeyy
Editor

Photo shows Paddy with his grandsons Patrick Carey and Rian O’Donoghue with the Paddy Attridge Cup



They say a generation lasts 15 years.  Paddy and I coached Pres Junior and Senior Cup Squads together for 14 years with Paddy
staying on and coaching Pres Seniors to another Cup victory in 1996 with Michael Bradley.  Patrick's Day was Paddy's birthday
- he liked to celebrate it with a win! 

Paddy has left an indelible mark on a generation of Pres players - in more ways than one!  The Paddy A I coached with and
learned from was a kind, considerate, generous gruff man - ‘What's wrong with ya?’ you'd often hear him say if you were
seen to be dragging yourself about! But there was always a suitable tone in the way he'd say it to you - it could be kind or
not so kind depending on how he felt you were carrying yourself with the situation you might be in.  He would always make
you feel that life is for living, not for feeling sorry for yourself - a great ethos to live by.  Without ever saying it, he never wanted
any of us to be perfect, just to be the best we could be and give anything we did the best effort we could. It rubbed off on
many of us that came in contact with him.

We had great days out together on buses, driving around in his smoke filled car, on train trips to Dublin, Belfast and
Dungannon – and especially the overnight in An Cois Farraige in Bray!  Times were different then, we played when a try was
changed from being worth 3 points to 4!  There was no metre and a half rule for pushing in the scrum and if a scrum collapsed,
it was reset, time and time and time again.  So much so, that in one Cup Final against Rockwell on a very, very wet day, it is
reputed that the scrum was set 73 times in a game lasting 70 mins!!!  This win and the ability to stay the pace in this game
was in no small measure down to the staying power of our forwards.  They say a team reflects the personality of the coach
- no pack of forwards coached by Paddy A ever took a step backwards.  They would be afraid to!  That day against Rockwell,
Paddy took the forwards into the corner of the dressing room at half-time.  I'm not sure what he said to them (I'm not sure
I want to!) - but the scene set that day, set the tone for packs of the next few years. 

We were never the biggest of teams, but he always had the pack playing well above its weight - some forwards are reputed
to still have nightmares when they hear the words ‘Just two more!’ - Paddy's favourite expression during every scrum practice. 

Paddy had great values - the only thing he loved more than Pres was (and is) his family.  He never spoke about them (even
though Pat Jnr got the two of the finest conversions from the touch line in Thomond Park that I have ever seen - in a Pres
Junior Cup game).  Paddy never spoke about a lot of things, but for those of us lucky to spend a lot of our lives in his company,
he never had to, you just knew.

Pres and all of us who lived our rugby lives with Paddy are indebted to him, Pat Jnr and his three girls for everything he did
for us - we have lost a great friend........... may he rest in peace.
DDeeccllaann  KKiiddnneeyy

Paddy Attridge RIP - An Appreciation

Pres Junior Cup Coaches (l-r) Buster Lawton and Michael O’Sullivan congratulating Pres Senior Coach Paddy Attridge 
after the 1995 Munster Senior Schools Cup Final victory against Crescent College



DDoowwnn  MMeemmoorryy  LLaannee

Presentation Brothers College 
Winners of the Munster Schools’ Senior Cup 1953 - 1954

Back row (l-r): J Walsh, P Comerford, D Murphy, F Murphy, J Nesdale, T Curtin and D Lehane
Front row (l-r): M O’Callaghan, L Coughlan, M Donegan, P Crowley (Captain), F Golden, P Attridge and R Hennesy

Sitting (l-r): N Buckley and N Mullins



For Parents - A Re�ection
When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I saw you hang my �rst painting 
on the fridge and I was a�rmed.

When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I saw you feed a stray cat, 
and I learned it was good to be kind.

When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I saw you make my favourite meal 
and I learned small things can be special.

When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I heard you pray and
I knew God was there for me.

When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I saw you take food to a friend who was sick 
and I understood kindness.

When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I saw you give time and money to people who had nothing 
and I learned about Social Justice.

When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I saw you take care of our house and everyone in it, 
I learned we have to take care of what we are given.

When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I saw you take care of your responsibilities even when 
you were unwell and I learned that I would have to be responsible.

When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I saw tears in your eyes and I learned that sometimes things hurt 
and it is ok to be sad or cry.

When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I saw that you cared and I wanted to be the best I could be.

When you thought I wasn’t looking, 
I looked at you and wanted to say ‘Thanks’ for all the things I saw, 
when you thought I wasn’t looking!
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