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Presentation Brothers College 

School Communication and Parental Status 

A Parents married to each 
other & living together 

Mother and Father have equal 
guardianship and custody rights over 
the child unless a court order, 
specifying otherwise exists e.g. a 
care or supervision order. Where 
necessary the school should seek a 
letter from the parent’s solicitor 
confirming the content of the relevant 
section of any such court order to 
clarify its impact [if any] on the 
school. 

Both parents are entitled to: 

 be consulted in regard 
to educational welfare 
of child,  

 notice of formal parent 
teacher meetings,  

 copies of school 
reports,  

 notice of meetings with 
NEPS, SENO etc,  

 notice of in-school/after 
school programmes,  

 notice of school 
closures,  

 notice of preparation 
meetings for the 
various sacraments 
/other meetings. 

One letter to both parents will 
suffice. 

B Parents married to each 
other, separated & living 
apart 

In addition to (A) above, parents may 

have an ‘informal arrangement’ as to 
the custody of and access to their 
child/ren. 

Where necessary, schools should 
request details of any such 
arrangement. ‘Living apart’ includes 
situations where couples who have 
separated continue to live under the 
same roof as well as situations where 
one or other has left the family home. 

Both parents entitled to 
information as set out in (A) 
above. 

A separate letter/communication 
should be sent to each parent. 

C Parents married to each 
other, living apart with a 
‘Separation Agreement’ in 
place 

In addition to (A) above, the 

‘Separation Agreement’ will detail any 
formal arrangement between the 
parents in relation to custody and 
access. Custody of the child normally 
rests with the parent with whom the 
child primarily resides. Parents may 
also have joint custody. Both parents 
remain guardians of the child. Where 
necessary the school should seek a 
letter from the parent’s solicitor 
confirming the content of the relevant 
section of any such agreement to 
clarify custody and access 
arrangements in relation to how these 
may impact on the school. 

Both parents entitled to 
information as set out in (A) 
above. 

A separate letter/communication 
should be sent to each parent. 
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D Parents married to each 
other, living apart & either 
one or both is in a new 
relationship 

In addition to (A) above, the fact that 

either parent is in a new relationship 
or has remarried has no impact on 
the guardianship or custody rights of 
the natural parents. New partners 
have no statutory rights in relation to 
the child but may have a role with 
regard to collection from school etc. 
Communications from the school to 
new partners should be limited to that 
which is agreed between the parents 
or that which has been provided for 
by a court order. 

Both parents are entitled to 
information as set out in (A) 

above. 

A separate letter/communication 
should be sent to each parent. 

No letter/communication should 
be issued to new partners, 
unless there is express 
agreement between the parties 
or unless such is provided for in 
a court order. 

  

E Parents Unmarried & 
Living together Or living 
apart 

The school should co-operate with 
the arrangements in place between 
the parties regarding the child unless 
a dispute arises. The natural mother 
only has automatic right of 
guardianship. A natural father can 
apply to the court seeking an order 
granting him guardianship, custody 
and access rights. In circumstances 
where the natural father is asserting 
his rights, the school should seek a 
letter from the parent’s solicitor 
confirming the content of the relevant 
section of any such court order to 
clarify any such rights. 

Alternatively, provided the father is 
named on the child’s birth certificate, 
the natural mother can agree by 
statutory declaration to grant the 
father such rights whereby he is 
appointed guardian. The school 
should seek a copy of the statutory 
declaration. Should the natural 
mother and father subsequently 
marry each other, both then have 
equal guardianship and custody 
rights as set out in (A) above. 

The natural father does not have 
an automatic entitlement to the 
information set out in (A) above. 

A letter/communication goes to 
the natural mother and to the 
father if he is in possession of 
either a court order or a statutory 
declaration 

F Parents unmarried & in 
new relationships 

The natural parents’ rights are as set 
out at E above. New partners have no 

statutory rights in relation to the child 
but may have a role with regard to 
collection from school etc.  

Communications from the school to 
new partners should be limited to that 
which is agreed between the natural 
parents or that which has been 
provided for by a court order. 

The natural parents are entitled 
to the information as set out in 
(E) above. 

A letter/communication goes to 
the natural mother and to the 
father if he is in possession of 
either a court order or a statutory 
declaration. 

No letter/communication should 
be issued to new partners 
unless there is express 
agreement between the parties 
or unless such is provided for in 
a court order. 

 


